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Spring and summer in the Park prom-
ise to be busy and fun. There are three 
Friends’ events which offer a chance to 
meet and to enjoy a glass of wine and 
something to eat: the Lunchtime Lecture 
on 21 March at St Saviour’s Church on 
Battersea Park Road; a drinks party in 
the Old English Garden to celebrate The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 25 May; 
and, after two years of absence, our 
annual BBQ in the Children’s Zoo on 
21 June, the longest day of the year. We 
are hoping for cheerful bright days and 
balmy evenings for all events in the Park. 
For the full list of events, see page 17.

I am particularly grateful to Hilary 
Wynter and Liz Haigh-Reeve for con-
tributing their memories of the Battersea 
Funfair Big Dipper accident which took 
place on 30 May 1972, fifty years ago 
this year. Both were on the ride. Their 
accounts of what happened are deeply 
personal and provide a stark reminder of 
the terrible circumstances of that day and 
the tragedies for those families caught 
up in the accident and its aftermath. See 
pages 9-10.

As promised, this issue also contains a 

summary of our primary schools pro-
ject (pages 14-15). The Committee feel 
that this is one of the most worthwhile 
uses that we have made of funds raised 
by the Friends. Jared Brading, Head of 
both Sacred Heart School and St Mary’s 
School has said that the timing of our 
grant was particularly helpful because 
it spurred the five primary schools into 
action when they had become used to 
restrictions arising from Covid-19 and 
unused to taking children outside on 
expeditions. We are delighted that each 
school developed a programme that 
suited its curriculum and pupils, making 
such good use of our funds. Comments 
from the children illustrate how much 
they enjoyed their time in the Park. 
We congratulate all the teaching staff 
involved. We also thank the Sir Walter 
and St John Educational Charity (SWSJ) 
and Susan Perry, its manager, for making 
this project possible. We could not have 
managed it ourselves. If anyone would 
like more detailed information, please 
let me know.

We are now working with SWSJ on a 
secondary school project with St John 
Bosco College in Parkham Street.

You may have missed the bananas in the 
Subtropical Garden last year, but don’t 
miss Brian Livingstone’s article on pages 
8-9 so that you know what to look out 
for in the future.

Finally, if any Friends can help to staff 
our gazebo at events in the Park this year, 
your Committee would be extremely 
grateful. Just an hour of your time would 
help. Contact    
secretary@friendsofbatterseapark.org
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Parkwatch 

Tree for the Queen and Topiary 
Yews

The Mayor of Wandsworth will be 
planting a sweet gum, Liquidambar 
Styraciflua  ‘Worplesdon’, at 11am 
on 11 March 2022 just west of the 
children’s zoo, about 40 metres south 
of North Carriage Drive and just 
north of the topiary yew trees in the 
Russell Page Garden. The Friends 
are ever-hopeful that the yews will 
be rejuvenated. The good news is that 
we have found a specialist contractor. 

Barbara Hepworth Single Form

Just a reminder that this wonderful 
sculpture will be on loan to the 
Rijksmuseum from around May 
until November for their Hepworth 
exhibition. Sculpture students at the 
Royal College of Art have been asked 
to produce sculptures for temporary 
display while it is away. Each winning 
sculpture would be on display for two 
to four weeks.  The Friends met the 
students on 15 February and will 
be represented on the judging panel 
by Juliet Lyon-Smith. Perhaps this 
initiative may enable us to rekindle 
our own long-standing annual 
sculpture award.

Bike stands

You may have noticed that 52 new 
bike stands have arrived in the Park. 
Let’s hope that they encourage people 
to arrive by bicycle instead of by car.

Litter collection by cargo bike

To be trialled this summer.  We 
have been assured that these will 
be additional collections and won’t 
reduce collection capacity in the Park!

Borehole pump

This has now been mended and 
the water level in the lake has risen 
considerably.

Winter Garden

The Garden is looking splendid and 
is well worth a visit. The replacement 
and new plants recommended by Dan 
Pearson arrived on 16 February and 
will be planted as soon as possible.   

Greenspaces Forum

The Forum met in December. The 
issue which many Friends groups 
remain exercised about is the failure 
(still) to publish the details of the 
contracts showing the obligations of 
the contractors and the arrangements 
for monitoring those obligations.  

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery
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Integrated Lakes Management (Part One)

Valerie Selby Enable’s Biodiversity and Parks Development Manager 

makes this a popular roost for 
cormorants, who then forage on 
the river during the day. Our other 
iconic wetland bird is the heron. We 
are fortunate in having one of only a 
handful of nesting sites across London 
on our lake islands, where herons 
gather to breed. In spring, we all enjoy 
watching their juveniles learning to 
fly like miniature pterodactyls come 
to life.  

The heritage restoration work 
around the lake almost 25 years ago 
created areas where public access 
is prevented or restricted. This has 
been done through a combination 
of ornamental fencing and bankside 
vegetation which allows wildlife the 
opportunity to leave the lake and 
spend time on land with significantly 
reduced disturbance from people and 
dogs. It also minimises the areas where 
people can stand at the water’s edge. 
This reduces the amount of nutrient 
rich “inputs” to the lake, like bread for 
the ducks, that can have a damaging 
effect on water quality and wildlife 
health.

In the next issue I will explain more 
about monitoring and maintenance 
and how you can help us to help the 
lake flourish.

Integrated Lakes Management is an 
approach developed and first trialled 
in Wandsworth Parks in the early 
1990s as part of an EU funded project 
that included European partners 
in Denmark, the Netherlands and 
France; South Thames College; 
Wildfowl and Wetland Trust Advisory 
Service; SGS Environmental and the 
Royal Parks. 

It clearly demonstrated the need to 
manage lakes based on the same level of 
understanding and knowledge that we 
use when managing land – specifically 
understanding the local ecology of 
the lake and what immediately 
influences that: lake construction; 
water source; vegetation; waterfowl; 
fish; public interaction and general 
maintenance. By understanding these 
elements, the management of any 
lake can be decided according to its 
primary purpose.

For each lake or lake basin we 
determine its primary purpose i.e. 
aesthetics, biodiversity, boating or 
angling. Even when the water flows 
seamlessly between basins where 
purposes differ, different outcomes 
can be achieved by taking into 
account their individual demands 
and challenges

In Battersea Park, water enters the 
main lake at the western end and flows 
eastward. When the main lake reaches 
a certain level the overspill fills the 
Ladies Pond. The water comes from 
a groundwater borehole thus being 
of greater benefit to biodiversity. It is 
regulated by an Environment Agency 
abstraction licence which sets a limit 
on how much can be taken annually. 

We ensure that sufficient oxygen is 
maintained in the water through a 
series of aerating bubblers across the 
whole of the main lake. This aeration 
is important as it ensures that there is 
enough dissolved oxygen available for 
use by aquatic invertebrates and fish.

There is a wide range of vegetation 
within and beside the lake, performing 
a number of key functions. These 
include helping to regulate the 
dissolved oxygen content of the 
water, taking up nutrients from the 
water, limiting what is available for 
algae, providing food and habitat 
for invertebrates and zooplankton 
(zooplankton help to maintain clear 
water by grazing on algae) and giving 
visual appeal. One of the biggest 
challenges we face when establishing 
new vegetation and retaining what 
we have is the grazing pressure from 
both waterfowl and fish.

We manage our fish population in the 
lake with the intention of providing a 
mixed fishery including carp, roach, 
perch and pike. We do have ongoing 
issues caused by the presence of carp, 
a non-native species and a destructive 
feeder disturbing bottom silts that 
cloud the water, release trapped 
nutrients, limit light and prevent 
vegetation growth. They also eat many 
of the helpful submerged plants. We 
aim to keep their numbers in balance 
allowing fish that feed in the middle 
and surface waters to flourish.

The lake supports a variety of waterfowl 
with some species being present all 
year round and others visiting to 
overwinter or to 
spend the summer 
here. All are wild, 
and year-round 
species include the 
much-loved mute 
swans, mallard, 
coot and secretive 
moorhen. During 
the winter you 
can also spot 
shoveler, gadwall 
and common 
pochard. Proximity 
to the River 
Thames wildlife 
superhighway 

Our annual BBQ is back! 
Please join us on 21 June
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building. Rather than removing the 
plastic, it had been decided that it was 
better not to disturb them or cause 
them to rebuild their nests at such a 
sensitive time.

The Mammal Society has taken 
Sir David’s lead and begun their 
own impact study of plastic waste 
on small land mammals. Scientific 
analysis from sample droppings was 
still underway. Other projects include 
a nationwide roll out of dormouse 
nesting boxes, a study of Scotland’s 
mountain hare, a harvest mouse 
survey, and a study on mammals 
lost to roadkill, which would identify 
hedgehog hotspots. 

Frances Radcliffe thanked Charlie 
for her interesting and informative 
talk on these special and important 
creatures.

Editor’s note: for some good news on 
harvest mice, see opposite

On Monday 8 November, after a hiatus 
of nearly two years imposed by the Covid 
Pandemic, our programme of Spring 
and Autumn Lunchtime Lectures 
happily resumed. The Friends were 
finally able to give a warm welcome to 
Charlotte Le Marquand, representing 
the Mammal Society.

Charlie explained that the Mammal 
Society, a registered charity founded 
in 1954, with no government funding 
is the sole organisation dedicated to 
the study and conservation of all 
British mammals. It aims to raise 
public awareness of mammals, their 
ecology and conservation needs, and 
encourages people to participate in 
mammal monitoring and recording, 
the desired outcome being an effective 
conservation policy.

In the very week of COP26 in 
Glasgow, with the world focused on 
climate change and its ramifications 
for endangered species, it was chilling 
to learn that Britain, as the host 
country, is one of the most nature-
depleted countries in the world. 
This reality is starkly reinforced by 
research data confirming that one in 
four of our mammal species is on the 
Red List, meaning that it is critically 
endangered or at risk of extinction. 

Critically endangered species include 
the pine marten and the greater 
mouse-eared bat. Endangered species 
include the red squirrel, the beaver 
and the water vole. Vulnerable species 
include everyone’s favourite, the 
hedgehog.

There are 84 different types of 
mammal in Britain, falling into eight 
categories: 

insectivores – of which there are 6, 
including the hedgehog

lagomorpha – of which there are 3, 
including the rabbit

rodentia – of which there are 15, 
including the brown rat

carnivora – of which there are 9, 
including the red fox

deer – of which there are 6, including 
the red deer

bats – of which there are 28, including 
the greater mouse-eared bat

seals – of which there are 6 (2 native), 
including the grey seal

cetaceans – of which there are 24, 
including the common dolphin

Turning to local sightings in Battersea 
Park, by use of a clever on-screen 
map of the Park and its nearby 
environs, Charlie was able to point 
out a modest number of historical 
sightings which included brown 
rats, hedgehogs, bats, yellow-necked 
mice, wood mice and red foxes…plus, 
bizarrely, the sole reported sighting 
this year of one heron! A small 
population but one that could more 
accurately be determined by regular 
visitors on the lookout, armed with 
the user-friendly Mammal App, free 
from the Mammal Society. Accurate 
data relies on consistent and regular 
sighting reports: without them, the 
question remains - was it one bat 
flying round 50 times – or 50 bats 
going round once?

A little further afield, there were 
other pockets of hedgehogs, bats and 
foxes reported. Again, unremarkable 
numbers but unsurprising for our city 
streets and urban neighbourhoods.

With our lecture focusing on wildlife 
conservation, it was most apt that Sir 
David Attenborough’s name came up. 
In the context of his hugely successful 
wildlife documentary Blue Planet II 
and the alarming and graphic images 
of how plastic waste in our oceans is 
seriously harming so many beautiful 
creatures of the sea - 67% of which 
was due to waste food packaging - 
Charlie mentioned the dilemma 
on Alderney. Breeding gannets had 
included plastic waste in their nest 

Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture on the 
Mammal Society by Jan Marshall
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In preparation for spring when the 
zoo begins to become busy again, we 
made the decision to close temporarily 
to the public for three months to carry 
out maintenance and renewal works. 
During this time, the keepers and 
the maintenance team worked hard 
to improve some of the structures 
around the zoo, as well as building a 
brand new enclosure which will soon 
be home to rare breed goats. 

Our passion for wildlife and 
dedication to the conservation of 
species overseas and right here in 
London is ongoing - and we recently 
took part in one of our most exciting 
projects yet. In partnership with the 
Ealing Wildlife Group (EWG), we 
released 50 harvest mice born in the 
breeding programme at the zoo into 
restored habitat in Horsenden, Ealing. 

The habitat at the release site had 
been restored by EWG, establishing 
a diverse ecosystem of native 
wildlife in this location once again. 
Monitoring will be carried out over 
time to assess the harvest mouse 
population, with the potential for 
further reintroductions in the near 
future. 

Our native species are increasingly 
under threat, making the fight against 
biodiversity loss in our habitats across 

the Group with more reintroduction 
projects in the future. 

The zoo reopened on 11 February 
and we are excited to welcome back 
our beloved members and visitors to 
discover a world of wildlife in the 
heart of Battersea Park. 

Photos:  Ealing school children helping 
with release of harvest mice; keepers 
busy during closure building new 
climbing structure for our meerkats; 
harvest mouse.

Zoo News
Jamie Baker
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Britain a priority. Harvest mouse 
populations have been in decline 
across the country due to habitat loss 
for many years, making conservation 
projects like this even more essential. 
Many people turn a blind eye to our 
harvest mice, but they are a key part 
of the ecosystem and the only species 
in Britain with a prehensile tail! 

We are delighted that EWG involved 
local children in this release project, 
and we look forward to supporting 
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Banana flowering in the Subtropical 
Garden in 2021 Brian Livingstone

our plants, this pollen is sterile but in 
the wild it would be taken to another 
plant whose female flowers had just 
opened. The flowers last a few days 
and then both they and the protective 
flap fall off leaving a scar on the stem 
which then lengthens a little and the 
next layer opens. It seems to run out 
of steam well before many of the 
layers open so you will eventually find 
at least a small remaining unopened 
bud. The bud we illustrate still had 
some way to go.

So what did Linnaeus do to get that 
banana to flower and fruit in the 
Netherlands when others had tried 
and failed? Our bet is that he was 
lucky with the weather that year, but 
some research at the library at the 
Linnean Society is in order and I will 
report back in a later issue of Review.

Eat bananas while you can. The 
Cavendish variety is under threat 
from disease: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/uk-england-35131751 reveals 
an all too common story associated 
with intensive agriculture today.

Pictures by Sally Orman and Brian 
Livingstone

The specimens were collected when the 
plant in the Subtropical Garden was cut 
down for its winter dormancy.

Bananas form a distinct family of 
plants, most closely related to the 
Bird of Paradise flower Strelitzia of 
South Africa and the hot-house flower 
Heliconia from South America. 

The great 18th Century naturalist 
Carl Linnaeus named the plant 
Musa Paradisiaca in botanical Latin. 
He looked after one in a garden he 
curated in the Netherlands and made 
it flower in 1737, the first to do so in 
Europe. That plant was presumably 
brought back by the Dutch East 
India Company. While we associate 
bananas with the West Indies and 
Canary Islands, the largest producers 
today are India and China. There are 
about 40-70 species (it depends who’s 
counting) but the edible bananas are 
all sterile hybrid offspring of two East-
Asian species which can be seen in the 
Tropical House at Kew. 

One of the commonest edible varieties 
today is the Cavendish, named after 
the 6th Duke of Devonshire whose 
Head Gardener, Joseph Paxton, 
received a specimen in 1830. ‘Musa’ 
probably comes from an Arabic word 
for the fruit and ‘paradisiaca’ reflects 
a notion that it was the forbidden 
fruit in Eden. The larger starchier 
varieties are ‘plantains’ which are 
widely available in shops on Battersea 
Park Road.

Our bananas in the Subtropical 
Garden have not flowered for a while 
but one did so last year. They are not 
the edible variety and have been bred 
as cold tolerant ornamental plants. 
Like cacti, they can tolerate the cold 
but not the cold and wet. Thus, with 
the onset of winter, their leaves are 
cut back and the plants are wrapped 
up in straw and fleece. Since most 
of the above-ground growth is the 
leaves, this does not leave much. They 
have a central stem but rather like 
a gladioli flower or, better, a Canna 
lily, this is densely clasped by the leaf 

stalks and leaf bases that are folded 
concentrically. Leaves only splay out 
in their upper parts and they look 
ragged because they easily tear along 
the line of the leaf veins, which makes 
them less susceptible to more severe 
wind damage.

The quite thick unbranched stem is 
up the centre and the flowers form 
on the part that emerges above or 
between the blades of the leaves. The 
structures are a bit mystifying at first 
glance.

 What you see is an inflorescence i.e. a 
cluster of flowers at the end of a single 
stem. The stem curves downwards in 
our plants and at the tip is a huge 
tulip shaped bud in which there are 
the pollen producing male flowers. 
Further back on the stem are the 
female flowers that form the bananas. 
They form clusters or ‘hands’ on a 
shared short stalk. Unfortunately, 
by the time any of us saw them they 
had ‘gone over’ and formed the fruits 
which look like hands of miniature 
green bananas. You can still make out 
the remains of flower parts (a petal 
and pistils) in some of the pictures.

As noted, these are sterile hybrid 
plants but, in any case, there were 
no others in flower to cross-fertilise 
them. Nor are there many pollinators 
which, in the wild, are fruit bats 
and sometimes tree shrews. Thus, 
although these bananas produce seed 
precursors (‘ovules’) in three chambers 
that extend along the length of the 
fruit, they remain sterile. 

 Wild bananas have the same structure 
but the pollinated seeds are larger and 
hard-coated making them unpleasant 
to eat.

 The large ‘male’ bud consists of 
numerous nested layers of male 
flowers sandwiched between large, 
leaf-like flaps. Each layer opens one 
at a time from the base of the bud. In 

Fig 1. The flowering banana. Female flowers 
have fallen and the banana fruits are in 
green ‘hands’. The male flowers can be seen, 
protected by a large flap-like ‘bract’. Two or 
three male clusters can be exposed at once.

Fig 2.  Female portion of the inflorescence. 
The banana clusters or hands have formed 
but they will not be edible. The white circle 
delineates a cluster of fruits that still have 
female flower remnants (petals and pistils) 
attached to their apices.
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EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED 
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180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD 
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CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832

Fig 3. Structure of the fruits. 1. Cross-section of fruit 
showing 3 spaces (“loculi”) containing the seeds.  
2. Edible banana cross-section for comparison. 

Fig 4. Male portion of the 
inflorescence. 1. Open 
male flowers under the 
protective bract or flap. 
2. Close-up of the open 
flowers. 3. Longitudinal 
section through the male 
bud showing nested bracts 
and layers of flowers.

1 2

1 2

3

Fig 1.

Fig 2.
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On 30 May 1972, the Big Dipper, the 
main attraction of Battersea Funfair 
in Battersea Park, crashed. Of the 31 
passengers, who were all children, five 
were killed and at least 13 injured. 
Below are our memories of the accident 
that day. We did not know each other 
at the time.

Liz’s story

When I woke that morning, I was 
beyond excited. It was my 15th 
birthday and my close friend Alison 
and I were catching a train from 
our village of Cookham to Battersea 
Funfair to celebrate. 

As soon as the Fair opened, we raced 
to the Big Dipper. The ride was 
thrilling and as it finished, we asked 
if we could stay on for another turn. 

When our second ride stalled at the 
brow of the first and highest hill, we 
started to hurtle backwards. I thought 
it was planned, an extra thrill, but 
the look of horror on the brake-man’s 
face made me realise it was for real. 
All around us children screamed and 
many stood up in panic.  

I stayed calm as I was sure at the 
base of the hill we would slow and 
stop. This probably saved my life. 
The crash was devastating, derailing 
the carriages and suspending us high 
above ground. I was buried by debris 
and billowing clouds of dust from 
rotten wood. Alison was first to get 
free. She began to uncover me but the 
wooden walkway she was standing 
on gave way and she fell onto some 
rubble below. 

I managed to scramble up and noticed 
that my left arm and hand no longer 
looked as though they belonged to 
me. I felt no pain. Everything seemed 
silent. I edged up to a metal support 
and somehow climbed down to 
Alison who was unconscious and 
sheet white. Children were lying at 
odd angles intermingled with the 
mangled wreck, some terrified and 
panicked and some eerily still. My 
hearing kicked back in and suddenly 
my senses were assaulted by the noise 
of terrified parents trying to reach 
their children, people screaming and 
the incongruous background sounds 
of the fair. 

Eventually Alison and I were taken 
to St Stephen’s Hospital in Fulham. 
Whilst we waited for the ambulance 
I was calm. I knew I had to gather 

The Battersea Funfair Big Dipper     Tragedy - 50th Anniversary
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up our belongings, 
left at the kiosk, keep 
us together and let the 
police know how to 
contact our families. In 
the hour after the crash, 
I did some serious 
growing up. I talked 
to Alison until the 
hospital staff took her 
to theatre even though 
she had not regained 
consciousness. Once 
I knew she was being 
looked after my own 
agony kicked it and 
the enormity of it all 
hit me. I waited 36 
hours before my surgery due to the 
numbers of seriously injured children. 

My Dad heard about the accident 
on a radio news flash in the barber’s 
and by the time he arrived home, our 
two Mums had been collected by the 
police for a blue light drive to Fulham. 
The only information they had was 
that one daughter had a badly broken 
arm and one was in life-threatening 
condition. Their journey must have 
been horrific.

Three weeks later, Alison died of 
her injuries. My arm healed but the 
accident and the subsequent Court 
case at The Old Bailey left lasting 
scars. I had to revisit the fair and 
walk the wreckage with the police to 
help build the manslaughter evidence 
and was cross examined in the witness 
box. It was a terrifying experience for 
a 15 year old. At that time there was 
no support for children experiencing 
a trauma.

None of my distress comes close to 
the lifelong pain felt by the bereaved 
families. I have had 50 years more life 
than my beautiful and talented friend. 
I have wonderful children, 6 beautiful 
grandchildren and a rewarding career 
in the charity sector. Not a day goes 
by when I don’t realise how lucky I  

     
am. Not a birthday passes without 
me thinking of the children who were 
not so lucky. I’ve always felt that as a 
survivor I strive to be a good citizen, 
to put something back and to be very 
grateful.

Hilary’s story

It was a Tuesday, my last day of half 
term, and a lovely early summer’s 
day. I was due to go back to boarding 
school that evening. 

My cousin Susie and I, both aged 
13, persuaded our mothers to take 
us to Battersea Funfair to go on the 
Big Dipper. As we arrived there was 
already a queue and we waited for the 
first run to finish. My older brother 
was with us but as each row could 
only take two people, he decided to 
watch so that the girls behind us, 
Karen and Shirley Nash, could sit 
together.

We paid 15p and jumped on. The 
three cars went round the corner and 
up the first hill. Susie and I linked 
arms and held onto the bar in front 
of our seats; there were no seat belts. 
The roller-coaster didn’t make it 
to the apex of the hill and started 
rolling backwards, gathering pace as 

it reached the bend. 
My next memory is 
lying on the ground, 
Susie having pulled me 
from the wreckage. She 
broke the arm which 
had been linked to 
mine, while others on 
her side were mostly 
uninjured. My right 
arm had the mirror 
injury, but this saved 
my life, as Shirley Nash 
behind me was thrown 
out and killed.

Meanwhile, our 
mothers were playing 
bingo, winning some 

towels. My brother ran to fetch them. 
When they arrived at the site of the 
crash, my mother saw a girl who we 
later learnt to be Liz’s friend Alison, 
lean against the railings and fall. 

I lost consciousness again and didn’t 
properly regain it until that night when 
I woke up in St Thomas’s Hospital 
after a three-hour operation on several 
different injuries. Luckily, I received 
wonderful treatment in hospital and 
at the RAF Rehabilitation Centre at 
Headley Court and recovered well. 
Losing consciousness helped in many 
ways, as I didn’t see the full horror 
of what happened. My teenage years 
were punctuated with physiotherapy, 
doctor’s visits for the Court case and 
ongoing treatment. No one was 
found guilty of any wrongdoing even 
though the police found 66 faults 
with the Big Dipper.

Fifty years on, Liz and I feel so 
fortunate to have survived and it 
has taught us both that every day 
should be appreciated, and that life 
is precious. We think it is important 
that there is a visual reminder in 
Battersea Park of what happened that 
day, something which celebrates life 
and appeals to children, remembering 
the five children who lost their lives.

Liz Haigh-Reeve and Hilary Wynter

The Battersea Funfair Big Dipper     Tragedy - 50th Anniversary
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Interview with Christine Sapieha 
Fremantle

Christine Fremantle was one of the 
original members of the Friends of 
Battersea Park. An accomplished artist 
and sculptor, she designed the logo of 
the FOBP and was instrumental in 
saving the children’s zoo when it was 
threatened with closure in 2004.

Tell me a little about your early 
years and your intriguing middle 
name.

I was born in South East Poland, on 
the border with Ukraine.  My father 
was a landowner and my mother, an 
American doctor’s daughter. We fled 
across the border to the then neutral 
Romania on 10 September 1939, 
after the Nazis had invaded Poland on 
1 September. They had been bombing 
the city to our east for several days 
before we fled. My brother and I 
spent three days in the forest with 
our nanny and a bomb fell in front 
of our house the morning after our 
departure.  My father’s mother and 
sisters were still there.

I was five at the time and my brother, 
three years younger. The two of us 
spent that winter in Hungary and on 
4 May 1940, the family reassembled 
in Genoa and we sailed on the last 
American ship to New York.

That must have been very 
bewildering for you. Were you 
excited, though, going on a big ship 
for the first time?

I had been on one before in 1937, 
when I visited my grandmother. 
However, this journey was a very 
lonely experience as my mother was 
preoccupied with my brother who was 
very unsettled. It was the beginning 
of feeling like an alien. I had led a 
very sheltered life until then. I had 
never been to school and was cared 
for by a wonderful English nanny, 
Miss Cadd, for the two years before 
we left Poland. Unfortunately, she 
couldn’t come with us, but we met 

again many years later, when she was 
90 years old. She was being looked 
after by Mormons in Northampton, 
who were writing her life history. 
They found me and I went to have 
tea with her.  It was wonderful to see 
her after so many years.  

What happened when you got to 
New York?

My brother and I spent the summer 
with my grandmother on her farm in 
Connecticut, after which I was sent 
to a Quaker school in Croton-on-
Hudson. My brother remained on 
the farm with a nanny. When my 
grandmother sold her farm, we moved 
to Bronxville, where I went to public 
school and really enjoyed being in a 
gang of local children.  

When did you come to London?

I met my future husband as a child 
in New York. He was English, but 
had been evacuated during the war. 
He became a lawyer in a New York 
law firm and he was sent to England 
in 1971, to set up the London office.  

When did you first visit Battersea 
Park? 

We moved into Carlyle Mansions 
on Chelsea Embankment with our 
two boys and whenever the weather 
was fine, we would walk over Albert 

Michèle Marriott

Bridge to the Park, where they loved 
playing in the sandpit.

How did you become involved with 
the Friends of Battersea Park?

Ruth Forrest, one of the Founder 
members of the Friends, persuaded 
me to join and I wrote a regular 
column about the Children’s Zoo in 
Review called Zoo Corner. I usually 
attached some of my animal drawings 
to the article as well. One of my most 
talked about articles was entitled 
‘How to collect your dog excrement’!

When the Zoo was threatened with 
closure, you were instrumental in 
saving it. Tell us how that came 
about?

The Zoo was not financially viable for 
Wandsworth Council and after it had 
to close during the Foot and Mouth 
outbreak in 2001, they decided they 
wanted to close it permanently. They 
intended to build three glass pyramids 
for events. About six Friends and I 
met in my kitchen to make plans and 
allocate tasks. We formed a company 
and planned a takeover of the zoo! We 
started a petition and a collection. I 
set up a table in the entrance to Asda 
and got as many people as I could 
to sign. 

Other members of the Friends’ 
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close for nine months, they did such 
a marvellous job renovating it. I’m so 
glad it is still there to be enjoyed by 
everyone, young and old.

You designed the much loved 
Friends’ logo.  Where did you get 
the inspiration?

I saw a heron, one day, just sitting 
under a willow tree in the Park and 
the idea was born.

What is your favourite area of the 
Park?

I would say, the Old English Garden. 
It is such a special place and Thrive 
have done absolute wonders with it.

Do you visit the Park often now?

I live mainly in Scotland now, but 
always try to visit it whenever I am in 
London. It has such lovely memories.

Committee and I also walked around 
the Park every day, with the petition 
and a collecting tin. We got 16,000 
signatures and used the money we 
raised to print posters, which we 
put up everywhere in Battersea and 
Chelsea. We gathered an incredible 

amount of support, from all sorts of 
people, including Sir Bob Geldof 
and everyone was so thrilled when 
the Heap family eventually took 
over the zoo in 2004 – they certainly 
saved us from something beyond our 
capabilities! Although they had to 

FAST EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
TO GET YOU MOVING

GET STARTED TODAY ON IMPROVING
YOUR MOVEMENT HEALTH

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment for
pain and injury management to help get you back 
enjoying your life.

Musculoskeletal pain syndromes are seldom caused by isolated 
precipitating events, but are the consequences of habitual 
imbalances in the movement system.’ Sahrmann

Reduce Pain
Improve Movement & Function 
Identify Movement Faults
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Friends of Battersea Park Primary
School Project

The summary below is based on the 
report produced by Susan Perry in 
November 2021

Background

In February 2021, in the middle of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Friends 
offered £10,000 to five local primary 
schools for educational visits to the 
Park. We wanted every child to be 
involved but agreed that each school 
should decide how best to use its 
£2,000. The project was approved 
by the Trustees of the Sir Walter St 
John’s Educational Charity (SWSJ) 
and managed by Susan Perry, the 
Charity’s manager whose advice and 
management of the project were 
indispensable. 

The timing was significant because 
children had both missed schooling 
due to ‘lock downs’ and were still 
working in ‘bubbles’ within schools. 
Many live in flats on local housing 
estates with no access to a garden, 
and a considerable number had little 
experience of the joys of the Park.

Head Teachers set an educational 
theme for their school and class 
teachers created relevant educational 
activities that linked to their class, 
at age appropriate levels. The grant 
could be used to support staff costs, 
buy resources, books, equipment etc. 
The participants were:

• St Mary’s RC Primary School (217 
pupils)

• Chesterton Primary (447 pupils)

• Sacred Heart (411 pupils)

• Christ Church (178 pupils)

• Westbridge Academy (188 pupils)

Project delivery

Each school focused on different 
aspects of the curriculum.

Christ Church CofE Primary School 
– Literacy & Art

Christ Church ran a poetry and 
art project across the whole school. 
Before visiting the Park, staff and 
pupils looked at the Friends’ history 
of Battersea Park. Local author 
Margaret Bateson-Hill worked with 
pupils to create poems inspired by the 
Park. The Old English Garden was 
the main focus of the project. Pupils 
used iPads and notebooks to record 
ideas and used descriptive language to 
create a finished poem. Pupils learned 
about the history of the Park and its 
importance to the community. A 
charming book of heart-warming 
poems and artwork was subsequently 
published. The delight of the pupils 
shines through their poems and art.

Chesterton Primary School 
Enrichment days/forest school

Chesterton School devised a series 
of curriculum enrichment days. 
Each class spent a whole day in the 
Park engaging with activities planned 
around their curriculum work: 

Science: Understanding the 
environment. Collecting different 
types of leaves and comparing the 
structure. Collecting inspiration to 
make their own mini garden. Healthy 
eating – making own healthy snack.

Maths: Collecting data on different 
trees and birds identified in the Park. 

Geography: Making a discovery trail 
around the Park to spot different 
natural features, terrains and 
conditions. Recording findings on 
a map. Using materials to develop 
geographical words such as hills 
(landslides), river and ponds (water) 
or trees (forests). Creating a simple 
map of the world using natural 
materials found around the Park. 

PE: Orienteering/navigating around 
the Park to the different stations of 
team activities. 

English: Following instructions and 
communicating with one another, 

learning to explain the environment, 
communicating and listening. 

Art: Natural mandalas - Framed 
Natural artwork – Weaving - Leaf 
printing and tree rubbing - Leaf and 
petal collages – Tree spirits. 

PSHCE: Working as a team – 
understanding how to draw on each 
other’s strengths. 

Computing: Use of digital cameras 
and recording to document and share 
learning. 

Forest school: Using tools – Teamwork 
– Using natural materials to build 
shelters, mini-villages, dens and bug 
hotels. Respecting and understanding 
the local and global environment.  
Respecting the biodiversity of nature.   

St Mary’s RC Primary School – 
Science project

Activities included discovering and 
studying: 

• the habitat most attractive to certain 
birds;

• which mini-beasts are found in 
which habitat;

• which plants and trees are thriving 
best and hypothesize about why;

• what effect humans have had 
on habitats and the long-term 
consequences.

There were class discussions in the 
weeks leading up to the visits. Children 
had some autonomy around how to 
carry out their investigations and how 
to evaluate their findings at the end 
of sessions and back in the classroom. 
St Mary’s School used their grant to 
buy mini-beast ID pots, clipboards 
and plant identification booklets etc. 
and to pay for supply cover for staff 
to carry out risk assessments and for 
additional staff to accompany the 
classes with very young children who 
needed more support.
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Friends of Battersea Park Primary
School Project

Sacred Heart RC Primary 
School Battersea – Geography 
skills and fieldwork

Children explored the Park and 
worked with their teachers to carry 
out geographical activities using 
the national curriculum as a guide. 
Activities included: 

• Using simple compass directions and 
locational and directional language 
taking the form of orienteering

• Understanding grid references 

• Using aerial photographs and maps 
to recognize landmarks

• Devising simple maps using a key

• Using digital technologies/apps to 
observe record and present features 
of the Park

• Using data handling and surveys to 
study human use of the Park and its 
individual areas

Staff set up removable orienteering 
stations to make the map and compass 
work more purposeful.

Westbridge Academy

Westbridge employed a supply teacher 
for four days to cover classes back at 
school, which enabled them to release 
experienced teachers or subject-leaders 
to accompany pupils to the Park on 
what was their first educational visit of 
the year. Pupils really enjoyed visiting 
the Park, and were guided by their 
teachers consciously to appreciate 
this wonderful asset. Teachers were 
able to develop their three curriculum 
drivers of community, equality and 
sustainability, as well as reinforce 
learning from science and geography 
lessons earlier in the year.

Pupils made posters and leaflets to 
promote the Park. The older children 
also researched ideas for making 
improvements and wrote some 
convincing proposals to include ice 
skating, a skate park, trampolining 
and a halal café to encourage more 

Muslim visitors. 

Project evaluation

This project was a huge success on 
every level. Teachers welcomed the 
opportunity to take their pupils 
outside and they created relevant 
learning opportunities to support 
classroom work. Pupils had 
tremendous fun and engaged in 
meaningful ways that supported not 
only learning but collaboration, team 
work and leadership skills.

Here are some of the quotes from 
the school monitoring reports (full 
reports available from the SWSJ 
Educational Charity Manager). 

Christ Church CofE Primary

A year three child described herself as 
‘a lion set free to roam’ when she was 
allowed to go out to the Park. It was 
noticeable that more of our pupils that 
usual had the opportunity to spend 
time in the Park. They all love ‘The 
Old English Garden’. Thank you for 
giving us this wonderful opportunity!

Chesterton Primary

Just some of the lovely quotes from 
the children during our amazing 
seven days of enrichment at Battersea 
Park. All the children took part in 
the fantastic activities - from rolling 
down the muddy hills, bush craft, 
den building, macramé  to  outdoor 
PE.  All  the activities  embedded 
the forest school philosophy and 
allowed our children to take measured 
risks, work independently and support 
one another with teamwork.

 “Best day ever” 

“I loved forest school” 

“Getting muddy is fun” 

“Could we do it every day?”  

“I will remember this day forever”  

“That was the first time I got to use 
the tools, it was brilliant”  

“This has really helped me, especially 
after the tough year we have had”

St Mary’s RC Primary School

• Following a staff meeting on 
outdoor learning and a teacher 
survey, teacher confidence in outdoor 
learning has greatly improved. It was 
a great opportunity to discuss the 
barriers to making outdoor learning 
a more regular occurrence and we 
were able to come up with lots of 
solutions e.g. availability of resources 
and confidence in teaching scientific 
skills outdoors.

• Pupils all reported extremely 
positively about outdoor learning 
and almost all were excited by the 
learning. Some children reported 
that they feel that they learn more 
and retain the learning better when 
they can move around outside the 
classroom. 

Sacred Heart RC Primary 
School

The results of the outdoor learning 
days were a huge success across the 
school. All teachers reported an 
improved interest in science and 
outdoor learning from the children.

Summary

The success of the project was 
demonstrated not only by the feedback 
from the schools but also observed 
by the SWSJ Manager who visited 
several of the projects and spoke 
with many of the pupils. The project 
has strengthened local partnership 
working and provided an educational 
experience to approximately 1,440 
pupils at a time when mental and 
physical health and well-being has 
taken quite a Covid battering. 
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Red Then, Red Now
Paul Albrecht

On clear nights now, when Jupiter has set

beyond the looming Ethelburga Tower,

I muse upon the fiery dying star

and on the red wine glowing in my glass.

There is no “now” the star and I can share;

did it explode six-hundred years ago

or will it seethe a hundred-thousand more?

But rend it must, the memories of its death

transcending space and time and blazing “now”

throughout long summer days above the Park.

This very night the ancient holocaust

could flare out from Orion and, at last,

reflect its echoes in my pinot noir.

On tenterhooks, I wait, and watch - and sip.

Parks Police Dog Show 
On 7 December, three Committee 
members and two dogs (Juliet 
Lyon-Smith, Sally Orman, Frances 
Radcliffe, Jack and Zambezi) walked 
across the Park with springs in their 
steps to the Staff Yard for a small 
ceremony. 

Mayor Richard Field presented Juliet 
with a cheque for the magnificent 
sum of £900 raised by the Parks and 
Events Police Service at the Battersea 
Park Dog Show last year. The Show, 
organised and run by the Parks Police 
for many years, was held last year for 
the first time at the Bowling Green. 
As ever, it was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all participants, especially children 
and dogs.

Two teams of two police officers were 
also presented with commendations 

for their actions in 
dealing with two 
separate arrests 
in cases involv-
ing inappropriate 
behaviour in the 
Park. Ian Mitchell, 
Chief Executive of 
Enable, also pre-
sented all officers 
with commenda-
tions for the way 
in which the Police 
Service as a whole 
had worked to 
secure the safety 
of the public and 
the Park during the difficult days of 
the Covid-19 lockdowns.  

The Friends recognise that we are very 
fortunate indeed to have the Parks 

and Events Police Service operating 
in Battersea Park and the other Parks 
and Open Spaces in Wandsworth. 
We thank them for raising so much 
money for the Park.

Photo credit: John Ross



Battersea Park Review 17

Events
Thursday 10 to Sunday 13 Battersea Evolution Affordable Art Fair

Friday 11 at 11am

Grassy triangle just south of North Carriage 
Drive, west of the Zoo, near the Tea Terrace

Mayor of Wandsworth to plant a tree to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Saturday 19 & Sunday 20 Chelsea Car Park Bungee Jump From £99

Monday 21 

Doors open 12.15 for lecture 1.00 to 2.00 pm

St Saviour’s Church & Hall, 351 Battersea Park 
Road, SW11 4LH Change of Venue

The Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture 

Geoffrey Kibby on ‘The Hidden Kingdom on your Doorstep – 
Fungi of Parks and Gardens’. 
Tickets from friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome 
Further information from info@friendsofbatterseapark.org

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 Boules Area Segway

Saturday 8 & Sunday 10 Chelsea Car Park Bungee Jump From £99

Wednesday 4 to Sunday 8  

Battersea Evolution

Decorative Antiques and Textiles Fair

See advertisement on back page

Friday 6 to Sunday 8   Boules Area Segway

Sunday 22 (OR Sunday 5, 12, 19 June)

6.30am weather dependent departure

Lord Mayor’s Balloon Regatta

Monday 23 to Saturday 28 Chelsea Flower Show Week: car parks busy

Wednesday 25 

Old English Garden 6pm to 7.30pm

Drinks Party for Friends   

See separate invitation. RSVP friendsofbatterseapark.org

Sunday 29 Boules Area 11am to 11pm Drag Fest

Sunday 5 June

Full details tba

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

Picnic event with live music

Sunday 12 June 

Meet at Albert Gate at 2pm. £5 on day
Guided Walk as part of Wandsworth Heritage Festival. Email 
fhradcliffe@gmail.com to book

Saturday 18 and Sunday 19

Bandstand 10.30am – 8.30pm
Summer in Battersea Park

Saturday 18 

Peace Pagoda 2pm – 5pm
Annual ceremony with Buddhist traditions 
Messages, speeches, devotional music, tea 

Tuesday 21

Children’s Zoo 6pm to 9pm
Friends’ 15th Annual Barbecue with exclusive after-hours entry 
to the zoo, live music and free children’s activities. Adult tickets £20, 
children £10, 4 and under free. £55 for a family of 4. 
friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome  Enquiries: 020 7622 5199

Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 Summer in Battersea Park   Children’s Activities

Saturday 2 Bowling Green Summer in Battersea Park   Children’s Theatre

Sunday 3  Bowling Green Wandsworth Parks Police Dog Show

All dogs welcome. The Friends’ prize for the best trick
Saturday 9 and Sunday 10

10.30am to 8.30pm
Summer in Battersea Park

Wimbledon Finals on the big screen. Sporting activities
Monday 14   Venue tbc

Full details will be included with Review 122

The Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture

Simon Saville on Butterfly Conservation
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Two Halves of a Whole          
Annabel B Stein

bread. Everything about this Bakery 
hits the nail on the head, so I can quite 
see why it has so many contented 
regulars.     

The Little Battersea Bakery, 55 Battersea 
Bridge Road, SW11 3AX, 020 7223 0696. 
Open daily from 7.00am - 4.30pm.  

Another example is Caffettino, which 
in 2021 split its premises in two. 
Genuino, a deli, selling a range of 
fresh and cooked meat, vegetables, 
pasta, wines and unusual jars of 
mouth-watering products, became the 
other half. Breakfast, lunch or dinner 
can be taken out or eaten in where bar 
stool seating caters for around a dozen 
and outdoor table seating for perhaps 
a further eight. Having been told how 
Caffettino morphs into a serious 
Italian restaurant in the evenings, I 
planned to dine there. Alas, there was 
a temporary closure, so aware that 
practically everything on the menu 
is sourced from Genuino, I bought 
some superb lasagne (£7.50 a portion, 
two minutes in the microwave) and 
a side order of caponata (£4.99), a 
delicious mixture of aubergine, onion, 
tomato and celery. I look forward to 
dining there with a glass of house red 
wine (£7.50). 

Caffettino, 230-232 Battersea Park Road, 
SW11 4ND. 020 7720 3833. Open 
Monday-Wednesday 8.00am – 5.00pm, 
Thursday-Friday 8.00am – 10.00pm, 
Saturday 8.30am 10.00pm and Sunday 
8.30am – 5.00pm. 

Diversification seems to grow amongst 
many small local establishments. One 
can’t help but notice the number 
of cafés that have sprung up in 
delicatessens, grocery stores and other 
places, and vice versa.   

The Little Battersea Bakery is one 
example. Not only can you buy fresh 
loaves and gateaux baked on the 
premises by this family run business, 
but you can also dine in the spacious, 
comfortable and elegant restaurant at 
the rear. A little vase of flowers on 
each table sets the scene. I’d arranged 
to meet a friend there for lunch, but 
as the breakfast/brunch options 
are available until the chef leaves 
at around 2.00 pm, she chose the 
Battersea Signature Breakfast (£8.50). 
I fancied something hot to go with a 
salad, so chose a slice of pizza (£9.50 
for the combination) from one of 
the dishes which vary daily and are 
prepared from fresh, local and seasonal 
products. It was a generous and tasty 
portion as was my friend’s order of 
avocado, feta cheese, eggs, and chilli 
served with multi-seeded sourdough 
bread. Afterwards, for our sins, and 
to accompany our cups of Illy coffee, 
she succumbed to an apricot topped 
croissant and I, an apple, blackberry 
and almond flapjack. Upon leaving, 
we couldn’t resist buying a loaf of 

I’m a great fan of Ivy Chelsea 
Garden but have been feeling rather 
bereft lately at not having eaten at 
its immediate neighbour, Ivy Asia 
Chelsea, which opened last year. To 
rectify matters, my younger daughter 
and I met there for lunch where we 
were greeted by a very smart doorman 
in Asian-dress. Directly we crossed the 
threshold the wow factor kicked in, 
from stepping gingerly onto the green 
lotus leafed glass-type flooring to the 
stunning colourful décor, the murals 
and the table/seating arrangements. 

As neither of us were well versed in 
the mainly Japanese food on the menu 
and did not want to be confused by 
the fusions, we decided to take the easy 
way out and ordered the Lunch Stack 
(£28.50 each). After the selection of 
vegetable tempura (fritters), prawn 
dumplings, salmon & avocado rolls, 
various fish nigiri (sushi) and aonori 
(seaweed), all of which we thoroughly 
enjoyed, we were too full to follow 
up with a ‘Stack’ dessert. Besides, our 
table was needed (our slot was for 1h 
45 mins) and even with the wonderful 
service, we’d spent rather a long time 
perusing the menu. 

Starting with a Yuzu Fizz cocktail (a 
type of citrus fruit mixed with gin and 
soda water) made for a fun beginning 
as my daughter commented that it 
was a bit like being in a fishbowl 
when passers-by literally pressed 
their faces to the window. These two 
complementary adjoining restaurants 
make up more than a whole, of 
course, and Ivy Asia Chelsea is 
certainly another feather in the cap 
of the inspirational Ivy Collection.

The Ivy Asia, Chelsea, 201, 203a King’s 
Road, Chelsea SW3 5ED. 020 4537 
2710. Open daily for lunch and dinner 
from 11.30am (brunch from 11.00 at 
weekends) – 12.45am (with last orders at 
10.45pm).
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Spring 4-8 May 2022
Autumn 4-9 October 2022
Winter 24-29 January 2023

Battersea Park, London

Book tickets at 
decorativefair.com

@decorativefair

Antiques and 20th century design for interior decoration

DECORATIVE
ANTIQUES &
TEXTILES FAIR

THE
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