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This is the first issue to be produced by
Lydia Jones who has done a magnificent
job in taking over from Karen Horan.
Karen has left us with a set of postcards
which you can see on page 19 and buy
now. The Committee hopes that you
approve.
Congratulations too to Friend Barbara
Callway who won the adults section of
the Battersea Society and Royal College
of Art photography competition (page
13). It’s good to see an insouciant dog
enjoying itself too. Apparently the dog
population in London has increased
by 10%, and these are almost entirely
Prince William has described Prince youngsters bought as puppies during the
George as ‘a bit confused and a bit, pandemic. Do encourage their owners
sort of annoyed’ at the reappearance of to join the Friends.
litter in an area of the Park where he
The wonderful new Battersea Power
had previously been litter-picking (BBC
Station tube station and the increasing
Newscast 14 October). All Friends will
population in the Nine Elms area are
share the same feelings and for many,
certain to bring many more visitors to
‘confused’ and ‘sort of annoyed’ are
the Park. Plans need to be made now
considerable euphemisms. However,
to cope with this. More delicate areas
there are some positives here and one is
like the Winter Garden may need to
to send our thanks to litter-pickers from
be fenced off permanently? Some paths
Thomas’s School and elsewhere who have
may need to be widened? And perhaps
done much to clear the Park this year.
another ‘caravan’ café near the Albert
Thanks also go to the staff of Continental
Gate, as at Pier Point?
Landscapes and Enable who have tried
to ameliorate the problem. The Eurobins Don’t miss our Lunchtime Lecture on
look better than bulging wire bins and mammals in the Park on 8 November
have helped. It is a pity that some of in the spacious St Saviour’s Church on
those who use the Park leave litter and Battersea Park Road. For details, see
can’t cope with recycling.
page 13.
This said, the Park has been blessing … and finally, a copy of our history of
and a boon to all those of us who have Battersea Park makes a perfect Christmas
been lucky enough to visit it, especially present. Buy online for £12.50 and it can
through Covid-19 lockdowns and be sent gift wrapped to anyone, anywhere
wonderful summer weather. Best of all with a message from you if you leave one
is to arrive immediately after heavy rain in the comments box!
when the Park is empty and has a feeling
Cover Image: Pump House view
of being refreshed.
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Parkwatch
East Carriage Drive Railings

Council has levied on developers
to help pay for community and
Very good news! The battered and
local neighbourhood infrastructure
worn railings along East Carriage
improvements.
Drive are due to be repainted. This
has been on the Friends’ Committee’s
Recycling bins
wish list for a very long time. Work is
After early optimism, a quick glance
planned to begin in January.
in the bins suggests that the results are
Lamp Post restoration and mixed. The smaller, separate bins for
change to LED Bulbs
glass are largely full of glass. The large
bins for dry mixed recycling are full of
More good news about something else
any old rubbish including numerous
on the Committee’s wish list since
bags of dog poo. Disappointing.
2015. All the Park’s heritage lamp
posts are being restored and fitted
World Clean-up Day
with LED bulbs. The previously
unreliable controls are also being Below is the result of a mere forty
renewed. Work is well underway and minutes litter pick between the
will contribute substantially to energy Beechmore Gate and Alexandra Gate
saving and Climate Change goals.
by two Friends.

Three New Trustees Arrive; Don Eckersley
Departs
the children are both heart-warming
and heart-rending. The projects at
St Mary’s and Sacred Heart are still
running.
Willow tree in the Promontory
Garden
Most of the mature willow at the
east end of the garden blew down in
August. The trunk remains. It will
be interesting to see how quickly it
will sprout. Willows were pollarded
like this in previous centuries, so the
prospects are good.

changes in the within the Park and
the surrounding areas of Battersea.
I also work within the Park as a
Horticultural Therapist with Thrive
so have a working knowledge of some
of the gardens and areas that are much
loved by Friends. A keen cyclist and
car boot sale fan, I am also a Trustee
of the Battersea Society.
Briony Newman
I am creative at heart, I love
photography, ceramics, painting,
crafting, and baking. I also love the
outdoors and nature and spend as
much time as I can outside; this is
why living so close to Battersea Park
has been such a blessing, whilst living
in London. It is by far one of the best
London parks and caters to so many
different people and their needs and

0207 228 1268

Junior playgrounds near the
Sun Gate

Filming
Look out for the second series of Bafta
Award Winning Life & Rhymes with
Benjamin Zephaniah. In September,
it was again filmed at the bandstand.
Topiary Yews
Still hairy! The good news is that KPS,
the Park’s new tree contractor, has
been asked to take on the difficult task
of pruning the yews. We may yet see
some crisp peacocks and chessmen!
Schools project

Earlier this year, the Friends provided
£2,000 to each of five local primary
schools to run educational visits to the
Park for all of their pupils. Reports
from Chesterton and Christchurch
Funding for all four projects above
schools and Westbridge Academy
comes from the Wandsworth
have been received. Comments from
Local Fund made up of money the
Battersea Park Review

I have lived across the river from
Battersea Park for close to 20 years.
I stepped back from a career in finance
spent mostly abroad, and am happy
to be settled with my family in this
part of London. Living in other cities
reinforces how special London’s green
spaces are, and the pandemic has
highlighted this even more. I use the
Park to walk or run most days and
my favourite thing is to watch the
Park change in the seasons.

I have lived next to Battersea Park for
over 30 years - and have walked my
dogs in and around it for 30 years as
well. Which means I have seen many

Funds have also been secured to repair
the pathways at the Albert car park,
Chelsea Gate, Chelsea Field and
Riverside Walk. Work should begin
at the end of November.

4

Karen Buckle

Sara Milne

Pathway repairs

The two junior playgrounds closed
in September for a major upgrade
costing over £254,000. The new
play equipment was chosen by
local families following a public
consultation outlining three designs.
The final result was so close that
the most popular elements of the
two most favoured schemes were
selected. These two playgrounds and
the separate playground to the south
for children aged eight and upwards
are immensely well used. The two
playgrounds should be open for half
term. Some follow up work, including
railing renovations, will happen after
half term.

Our New Trustees

Fireworks on 6 and 7 November
This year for the first time there will be
two displays. On Saturday night, there
will be the classic bonfire celebration
with fireworks for the first time by
Titanium Pyrotechnics. Sunday night
is designed for families and children
with an earlier start time. Instead
of a bonfire there will be a lighting
installation, the Vortex Flow, by Squid
Soup, a UK-based international group
who have previously displayed at
Sydney Opera House and the Royal
Botanical Gardens at Kew. For details,
see page 13.

padspawsandclawspetgrooming@gmail.com
195b St Johns Hill, London SW11 1TH
padspawsandclawspetgrooming.com
@padspawsclaws1

enjoyment. I am passionate about
improvements, which is why I joined
the Committee, and I am happy to
offer support and fundraise to achieve
them!
Don Eckersley Departs at the
end of October
Don has worked in the Park for
almost 32 years, often accompanied
by his Jack Russell, Apollo. He
ran the Ground Maintenance and
Horticulture Contract and provided
guidance and practical help at every
turn, especially in relation to the
Winter Garden.
All Friends will wish him well as he
leaves both Enable and Pennethorne
Cottages in the Park.
(Dan Pearson will next be visiting the
Winter Garden on 4 November.)
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A diverting tale and a good read
Fenella Barber
Little Brown Dog
by Paula S Owen
Honno Press £8.99
This is a charming historical novel
inspired by a statue of a dog that
caused a riot and created a huge
amount of uproar around Battersea in
the early years of the 20th century. So
much uproar was created, it rippled
across the country. As the years passed
the story fell silent, and it is a great
joy to read this echo of a fascinating
piece of our local history: a story with
plots and sub plots.

the main protagonists
in place into a great
story of the hysteria
and violence that
surrounded the statue,
and a society bubbling
with struggles for
suffrage, animal rights
and social activism.

With fictional
elements added for
drama, Paula writes
a great narrative. The
book examines society
at the time and in
particular, the world
The statue itself was removed,
of Battersea just over
destroyed, recommissioned and
100 years ago.
moved again, and now resides in a
quiet overgrown corner of Battersea If you have access to
Park, mostly missed by the public, but this Review’s Summer
then occasionally found by a visitor. A 2019 issue*, then
few years back I was one such visitor read Ian Mursell’s
article The Little
surprised by this curious statue.
Brown Dog Statue in
The author herself came across the
Battersea Park, before
story of the row about a statue and
heading to your local
details of the Brown Dog Affair (1903
bookshop to purchase
– 1910) through a talk by Ian Mursell.
this diverting tale.
Her interest was piqued and she was
inspired to write this, her first novel. Copies available on
I recommend it. The author weaves request to fhradcliffe@
the facts of the historical tale with gmail.com

Garon represented the Friends at this
quarterly meeting between Wandsworth
Council, Enable, and Friends and
Management Advisory Committees
(MACs) of greenspaces in the borough.
Performance of the new Tree
and Grounds Maintenance
Contractors

Paula Owen (left) and friends

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG
Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk
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Report from the Wandsworth Greenspaces
Forum meeting, 22 September Garon Watkins
that the contractors are monitored
by Enable, as this seemed a grey area
under the previous arrangements; the
combined Friends and MACs group
had requested that the arrangements
be specified in the new contracts.
Neil said that he now had a monthly
meeting with the teams from both
contractors and a more formal
quarterly meeting with their senior
managers. Wandsworth Council’s
Ishbel Murray had promised that at
some point Friends and MACs would
see the non-commercially sensitive
parts of the contracts, but these have
not so far been forthcoming.

using an outsourced supplier. Neil
was awaiting analysis of the results but
7 tonnes of recyclable material had
been recovered including 3 tonnes of
glass. It was estimated that this had
saved 22 cubic metres of landfill.
The Eurobins would be removed
from most of the borough in late
September but would remain in
Battersea Park until after the fireworks
in early November. In Battersea Park,
the Eurobins had been a great success
as replacements for unsightly and
inefficient wire bins. In Wandsworth
Park, they were under review because
people had used them to dispose of
household waste, even including a
boiler.

Neil Blackley was happy with the
performance of KPS, the new tree
contractor. He reported a positive
level of engagement and constructive
responses to any issues that had been
raised with Continental Landscapes,
the new grounds maintenance and
horticultural contractor. They had
Electrical Vehicles
taken on several members of Idverde
staff and were helping them adjust to The contractors intend to phase in
Battersea Park Catering
the use of electrical vehicles in the
new ways of working.
Contract
Park, along with appropriate charging
I asked specifically about the way
A tender to run the catering
points.
concessions in the Park would be
Tree Policy for issued soon. The current contract
NEW GardenShack PictureBox
had been in place for ten years and
the Borough
the next one would also run for 10
For Sale at the Thrive Kiosk every
Ishbel Murray years, probably from December 2022.
Friday, Saturday up until Christmas
said that a Tree
Policy document Fitness Instructors required to
would go to register
the Oversight
Fitness instructors would, in due
and Scrutiny
course, be required to register to work
committee in
in the Park. This should improve
late September.
the care that they take and help to
This was a
protect, for example, trees and grass
compilation
areas. There would be an information
of the general
campaign after which the Parks Police
feedback
would use enforcement measures.
A unique locally
received
handmade artwork
from
various
Public Funding
using re-cycled wood.
interested
Outdoor or Indoor.
parties.
Councillor Steffi Sutters announced
A framed all weather
that there could be additional funding
PVC print with a
Recycling
for certain work in the borough’s open
window-box attached.
and
Litter
spaces. In Battersea Park, candidates
Ideal for shady areas.
for funding included the railings
Battersea Park
on East Carriage Drive which need
Fixes to wall, fence or secured to balcony rail.
and Wandsworth
repainting and the paths near the
Designed to hold potted plants, cut flowers
Park had been
Albert car park and Chelsea Gate
or seasonal décor.
used to trial 40
which need repairs.
recycling bins
Enquiries to : dwsphoto@outlook.com
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Annual General Meeting 2021 and
Open Forum
This year, for a second time, our
AGM on 7 July was held via Zoom.
It was followed by the usual Open
Forum discussion but, sadly, without
the traditional break for drinks and
canapés. At peak participation, 37
devices were logged in, several with
two people visible.
As part of the formal business, the
Trustees Report and Accounts for
20/21 were approved. John Marsh
was elected as the Independent
Examiner for our 2021/22 accounts.
Fenella Barber (previously co-opted),
Karen Buckle and Briony Newman
were elected as Trustees. On behalf
of the Friends, the Chairman, Garon
Watkins, thanked and said farewell to
Karen Horan who had produced the
last 19 issues of Review. He welcomed
Lydia Jones who has taken over from
Karen.
During the Open Forum discussion,
Neil Blackley, Head of Parks, and
Laurie Black, Acting Inspector from
the Parks and Events Police Service,
responded to comments and questions
from Friends.
A Friend said that illegal cycling was
now the worst problem in the Park
and he asked what more could be
done to deter it and to strengthen
enforcement of the rules. He felt that
signage was inadequate and asked if
Neil and his colleagues could look
at action taken in other parks to
see if they could raise their game.
He suggested exploring the use of
half barriers on the smaller paths
running off the main carriageways
and painting ‘no cycling’ signs on
the tarmac. He had only ever once
seen somebody being stopped for
cycling along Central Avenue but it
was cycling on these smaller paths
that was most dangerous.

amount of signage of whatever type
would provide a solution. Enable
planned to trial mobile signs during
the summer (a work in progress)
and to work more closely with the
Parks Police on a targeted approach
focussed on the main trouble spots,
for example, the Riverside Walk and
near the Sun Gate. The plan was to
use clear signage and to slow down or
stop cyclists using something akin to
roadblocks in the hope that this would
spread the message. New signs had
been used extensively at the Albert
Bridge pedestrian gate to deter cyclists
and e-scooters. The results had been
mixed. Neil commented that some
councils were trialling authorised
use of e-scooters in parks. He would
be interested to see the results. On
enforcement, Neil recognised that
the Parks Police had only limited
resources and a difficult task.
Laurie Black acknowledged that the
largest number of complaints received
now related to unauthorised cycling
and he agreed that there were particular
hotspots like the footpath leading
from the Sun Gate. Enforcement
was difficult when people claimed
not to have seen signs. However, in
the previous month, June, the Parks
Police had issued 374 warnings and
54 fines for cycling offences.

Garon felt that the management of
litter had improved. Neil said that at
the beginning of lockdown in March
2020, the number of people using
the Park had increased enormously
with a corresponding increase in litter,
compounded by Idverde ground
management staff being on furlough.
Once staff had returned to work and
the maximum flexibility had been
extracted from the contract to focus on
increased litter collection, the position
improved. Wandsworth Council had
Neil recognised that unauthorised provided additional funds, more wire
cycling was a considerable problem bins were deployed and large wheelie
but said that in his experience, no bins had arrived. There had also been
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a hard-hitting advertising campaign
and people were being encouraged to
take their litter home.
Councillor Paula Walker asked for an
update on late evening parties at the
Pear Tree Café where she understood
that there had been complaints
that these had been too large, not
compliant with Covid rules and
getting out of hand. Neil said that
under the terms of their lease, events
at the café should have been approved
by Enable in advance but this had
not been happening. No further
events had been approved. He was
now working with the owners and
their management team as well as
the Council’s property management
team to ensure that events at the
café achieved the right balance. He
confirmed that the seated area by the
lake was open to all and was not for
the exclusive use of customers of the
Pear Tree Café.
Councillor Walker told the meeting
that the Council had just agreed
to loan the Hepworth sculpture
to the Rijksmuseum. The Friends’
Committee had supported this. Her
proposal that the return date should
be publicised had been agreed. Neil
confirmed that there would be a
detailed survey of the sculpture,
and insurance, to ensure that it was
returned in the same condition as it
left.
Another Friend asked if something
could be done about areas of grass
which have been destroyed by
trampling, in particular near Chelsea
Bridge parallel to the tarmac path,
or where people have cut corners.
He suggested low fencing as at the
Rosery Gate entrance. Neil said that
last autumn, the focus had been on
improving the equally poor area south
of the Albert Bridge pedestrian gate
where it was easier to use machinery
to deal with compaction before
reseeding. Both areas also suffered

be best to cordon off the
borders as a whole (not just
selected areas). This work
had just been done. The
hope was that it would
prevent further losses and
allow some regeneration
before replanting in the
autumn. The Friends
were funding Thrive to
run volunteer gardening
days in the Winter Garden
Garon outlined the problems faced
and this was also helping
by the Winter Garden. This had been
to retrieve the situation.
used as a playground during lockdown
with the result that there were not The meeting concluded
only series of highly compacted paths with very welcome news
running through the borders but also from Inspector Black that
extensive bare areas. Dan Pearson, the Parks Police would be
who had designed the garden, had donating their profits of
been shocked when he had visited £887 from the Dog Show
it in April. As a result, Enable and to the Friends.
the Friends had agreed that it would
from lack of light as a result of tree
cover. Neil was disappointed by the
results in the Albert Bridge area and
now was looking at creating barriers
with plants to reduce footfall. Fencing
off areas to prevent corner cutting
had to be done selectively and on
a substantial scale to prevent just
moving desire line backwards. Enable
had a full programme of autumn
works to restore damaged grass.

Friends of Battersea
Park Committee
Fenella Barber (Review)
Karen Buckle (Events)
Russ Coffey (Web)
Inge Darling (Children)
Chris Davies (Dogs)
Claire Elliot (Thrive)
Adrian Flook (Treasurer)
Peta May Law (BBQ)
Juliet Lyon-Smith (Secretary)
Michèle Marriott JP (Events)
Sara Milne (Horticulture)
Briony Newman (Social Media)
Sally Orman (Advertising)
Frances Radcliffe (Review/Planning)
Annabel Stein (Membership)
Garon Watkins (Chairman)

FAST EFFECTIVE TREATMENT
TO GET YOU MOVING
Physiotherapy assessment and treatment for
pain and injury management to help get you back
enjoying your life.

Reduce Pain
Improve Movement & Function
Identify Movement Faults
Musculoskeletal pain syndromes are seldom caused by isolated
precipitating events, but are the consequences of habitual
imbalances in the movement system.’ Sahrmann

GET STARTED TODAY ON IMPROVING
YOUR MOVEMENT HEALTH
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Oxford Sandy and Black Piglets at the Zoo

The Decorative Antiques & Textiles Fair
Fenella Barber

Jamie Baker, Head Keeper
On Tuesday 20th July 2021, after
a gestation period of three months,
three weeks and three days, Cynthia,
our Oxford Sandy and Black pig, gave
birth to her first litter of piglets. At
risk of extinction with just 350 to 500
individuals remaining, the birth of
these adorable piglets is a huge success
in conserving this rare British breed.

The Decorative Antiques & Textiles
began in 1985 to unite the antiques
and interior design trades. The Fair
was devised by dealer Patricia Harvey
when the design trade was looking for
more unusual antiques rarely available
at the major London antiques fairs.
She brought together a wide range
of decorative antiques and twentieth
century design mixed with collectors’
items, art and accessories.

Charlotte Coventry and I stayed
with Cynthia overnight to monitor
the birth and assist if needed but
everything went well and Cynthia
has proved herself to be an excellent
first-time mother to two sprightly
piglets, one male and one female.
By the time they were just three
weeks old, they were already very
mischievous, climbing over Cynthia
when she was sleeping and chasing
each other through the mud.
Initially, the piglets were entirely
dependent on their mother’s milk,
feeding every hour before cuddling
up to each other for a nap. The peace
and quiet did not last for long. The
piglets were soon playing in front
of our visitors. By the beginning of
October, they had grown considerably
and Cynthia and the two piglets were
eating over 2.5kg of feed every day, as
well as lots of fresh hay and vegetables.
The Oxford Sandy and Black pig has
existed for around 300 years, making
them one of the oldest British pig
breeds. It is believed that the breed
originated from the Oxfordshire
region at least two centuries ago.
The breed has twice reached nearextinction. However, with the help of
dedicated keepers, it is being managed
responsibly, but still with relatively
low numbers
Classified as ‘at risk’ by the Rare
Breeds Survival Trust, bloodlines
registered today consist of just 4 boars
and 13 sows. The Oxford Sandy and
Black Pig Foundation Charity and the
British Pig Association maintain all
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In 1997, the Fair moved to a tent in
Battersea Park next to the Pagoda and
from there to the British Genius Site.
There are three Fairs a year, in January,
mid-May, and autumn, when Fenella
Barber sampled its delights.

We hope that one day, Winny and
Walter will have piglets of their
own. It is our mission to continue to
inspire and educate our visitors on the
importance of conserving our native

farm breeds.
Since they were born, Walter and
Winny have stolen the hearts of
our team and visitors. They have
been moved back into our main pig
paddock with their mother and can
be seen causing havoc, jumping into
their muddy wallow and climbing on
mum whilst she tries to sleep.
We will be running our daily 2pm
feed for the foreseeable future to
promote this rare breed and hope
soon to allow visitors to help us feed
the pigs.

I look forward to inviting you over
and adding to my haul next year. I
will see you there!”

Meandering on I started
to add furniture to some
of my rooms, redecorate
others, find presents for
many, change the style of
another room, buy a new
house and dream myself
into other worlds entirely.
Having stared at our rooms
and furniture without
interruption for too long,
the pleasure of playfully
collecting new objects and
redecorating everything was
far more pronounced than
in years gone by.

“It was with great joy I skipped into the
Decorative Fair one sunny evening in
early October. These evenings before
the clocks change can be exquisite in
light and air and mood, and thus it Dear reader I bought
was as I made a loop of our glorious everything. Then put a few
Park before heading into the Fair.
things back. In my mind.
Happy with my imaginary
My mood was enhanced by the feast
purchases and many new
I had as a result. Not only was it a
rooms, extensions and
treat after our endless year to get
houses in different styles.
out to something, to anything. This

of the original herd
books for the breed.
The Zoo is proud to
be supporting the
conservation of this
rare breed through
the birth of our two
piglets.
We have decided
that Winny the
female piglet will be
living permanently
at the zoo with
mum, whilst Walter will leave the
zoo in the next month to live on a
farm where he will be bred to further
conserve the breed. Our visitors
have been really excited to learn that
Winny will be staying here, so we will
be able to watch her grow from a tiny
piglet to huge pig just like her mum
who weighs over 350kg.

very thing was glorious. I had barely
entered before I found some Indian
paintings, Japanese sculpture and
English ceramics to dream
about.

24th East Surrey Division War Memorial

EVERSHED BROTHERS LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

180 BATTERSEA PARK ROAD
BATTERSEA SW11 4ND
Tel: 020 7622 4935
24 HOUR SERVICE • PRE PAY FUNERAL PLANS
HOME VISITS • HORSE DRAWN HEARSES
COMPLETE FUNERALS FROM £880 PLUS FEES
CARING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1832
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A Walk in Winter

Events
Be aware that some of these events are provisional and subject to confirmation or cancellation
NOV

Paul Albrecht
Through writhing arch of branches,

Saturday 6

Fireworks in the Park

Gates open 6pm, close 8pm

Advance tickets only, £12.10 from enablelc.org/fireworks.

Pre-show 6.30pm

Children under 10 free, but need tickets

Display at 8pm

Bonfire lit 7.30pm
8.30pm to midnight

Afterparty, Bierkeller Experience, for over 18s

frame-frozen overhead,

Battersea Evolution

– buy £16.50 tickets with Fireworks tickets

the old year’s light enhances

Sunday 7

Sunday Family Night Fireworks

now autumn’s leaves are shed.

Gates open 5pm, close at 7pm

Visual volcano and singalong, no bonfire
Advance tickets only, £12.10 from enablelc.org/fireworks.

Thus winter brings its blessing,

Children under 10 free, but need tickets

as age will bring its boon;

Monday 8

late sunlight’s soft caressing

Lunch from 12.15pm onwards.

still chimes with springtime’s tune.

Lecture from 1 to 2pm

The Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture

(approx 45 mins with 15 mins Q&A).
NOTE NEW VENUE St Saviour’s Church Hall

Photo credit: John Ross

351 Battersea Park Road, SW11 4LH
Saturday 13 & Sunday 14

Battersea Evolution

Thursday 11

Her influence on ensuring that
funding flowed to the parks,
commons and green spaces in our
inner London borough, not to
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First elected to Wandsworth Council
in 1989 and finally standing down
in 2018, she was the Chairman of
the Leisure & Amenities Committee
from 1991 for six years and again,
after the system changed, she was the
Cabinet Member for two further years But perhaps more importantly for
Battersea Park and its long term
from 2004.
future, Kathy shepherded the
She had the honour of guiding
Council’s application to the Heritage
Wandsworth to its first prestigious
Lottery Fund in the mid-1990s. The
Charter Mark award that recognised
Park was awarded £6.9m to which
national excellence for the way the
the Council added a further £3.4m
Council looked after its parks and
making it one of the largest park
open spaces. There’s no doubt that she
restorations in the country. Twenty
benefited from some excellent advice
years on, we are all still the fortunate
from her officers, and she would have
beneficiaries of her determination and
been the first to admit that politics is
foresight.
a team effort.

Pump House Gallery

Independent Schools Show

Followed by refreshments in the Pump House Gallery

Tuesday 17 to Wednesday 23

Exhibition by Putney School of Art 2nd Year Diploma Students

Pump House Gallery 10.30am - 3.30pm

Paintings, drawings, prints and artists’ books

Thursday 25 to Friday 24 December

Pines and Needles Christmas trees for sale

Friday 3 to Friday 17 Thrive Main Garden kiosk

Bandstand 10 to 11.30am

Saturday 4

Thrive Main Garden

11am to 2pm

Wednesday 15

Santa Dash Fun Run for Home-start Wandsworth

Christmas wreaths, Christmas cards, seasonal plants and herbs, crafts
made by clients, hot drinks and cakes available
Battersea Ball in aid of the Battersea Crime Prevention Panel
raising funds for Sport in the Park

Battersea Evolution
Saturday 25

Thrive Sale of Christmas wreaths made by clients

Christmas Open Day

Wednesday 8

The strong evidence of care and
commitment for all of Wandsworth’s
parks and open spaces, and for their
play facilities, under her stewardship
played a major part in impressing the
Government’s Charter Mark assessors
in securing the award, not once but
three times.

Ticket information on batterseaball.org.uk or 07809 47456

Battersea Evolution

Rotary Club’s Christmas Lunch in the Marquee

Not yet confirmed
Friday 31

JAN

Kathy, a doughty character with an
inner strength that enabled her to
overcome obstacles and get things
done, had the political responsibility
for running the department which
looked after Wandsworth’s parks for
a total of eight years over two periods.

mention the thousands of street trees
that were planted, was immense.

MAR

Harold Wilson is famous for saying
that a week is a long time in politics,
so I am not sure what he would have
made of the 29-year municipal career
of Kathy Tracey, who died in August,
just over a year after her husband
Dick, who himself had served as MP
for Surbiton from 1983 until 1997
and then as a GLA Member.

This lecture was originally scheduled for November 2020 but cancelled
due to coronavirus restrictions.

Chelsea Gate Car Park
DEC

Adrian Flook

Full details were included with Review 119.

Wandsworth Council’s annual Act of Remembrance Service

War Memorial 10.45am

Remembering Kathy Tracey OBE

Charlotte Le Marquand, the Mammal Society’s Data and Information
Officer, will talk about The Mammals of Battersea and Beyond: Who’s
about, what are the clues and how can we keep a record of them.

Battersea Evolution

7:30pm to 3am

2022: Tuesday 25 to Sunday 30 January

New Year’s Eve Ball

Tickets from £190 from Smart Group

Antiques & Textiles Decorative Fair

11am to 8pm British Genius Site
Wednesday 9 to Sunday 13

Affordable Art Fair

11am to 8pm British Genius Site
Monday 21

The Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture

Lunch from 12.15pm onwards. Lecture from 1-2pm Geoffrey Kibby, author, Research Associate in Mycology at the Royal
(approx 45 mins with 15 mins Q&A).
Botanic Gardens and Senior Editor of Field Mycology, will talk about
‘The Hidden Kingdom on your doorstep – fungi of Parks and Gardens’.
Tbc: Shaftesbury Christian Centre
Buy tickets online @ friendsofbatterseapark.org/events
2 Austin Road, SW11 5JP
This lecture was originally scheduled for March 2020 & March 2021
but cancelled on both occasions due to coronavirus restrictions.

Battersea Park Review

13

The Ginkgo Tree
Brian Livingstone and Clive Freedman
Ginkgo trees are to be found all over
Battersea Park. A number of them
are old but there are many have been
planted recently. They are recognized
by their characteristic leaves (fig.1).

seed production has been poor.
A sectioned fallen seed (fig.6) shows
the fleshy seed coat surrounding
the hard centre which contains the
embryo plant and a food reserve
to get it off to a good start when
germinating. The outer fleshy coat
has an unpleasant smell especially
when crushed or trodden on, which
is why female trees have only rarely
been planted in streets.

Their triangular or fan shape is
divided into two lobes, hence their
Latin name Ginkgo biloba. However,
the size of the cleft is variable. These
leaves have no midrib, unlike for
other trees. In more mature trees they
grow as clusters on short branchlets
Fossils that look similar or identical
(fig.2) but in saplings they are on
to Ginkgo biloba are found in rocks
single stalks from the main stem.
dating from the time of the dinosaurs
Male and female trees are separate 60-240 million years ago and fossils
(figs. 3, 4 &5). Botanically, the that are obviously ginkgo ancestors
reproductive structures are not or relatives are found before that in
flowers. The ginkgo belongs to the the Permian period rocks from over
ancient group of plants known as 250 million years ago. By comparison,
gymnosperms (“naked seed”), that is, fossil flowering plants only begin
its seeds are not enclosed in a fruit to appear in the mid-Cretaceous
at any stage of their development, period, 100 million years ago. Thus,
although they do look like small it seems probable that the dispersal
plums. By contrast angiosperms of ginkgo seed occurred when they
(“vessel contained seeds” from Greek were eaten by dinosaurs and passed
angeio meaning vase) evolved more out in droppings. However, by the
recently and include the broadleaf time dinosaurs became extinct, 60
trees such as oak, beech and lime. million years ago, ginkgos were
These are flowering plants, in which already becoming less frequent in the
the unfertilized seeds (ovules) are fossil record. Probably they were being
protected and develop in a closed displaced by the flowering plants
chamber, the carpel. After fertilization and trees. Perhaps mammals did not
the angiosperm’s carpels develop into like the seeds, although something,
one of the very numerous types of probably squirrels, chews some of the
fruits containing seeds.
fallen ones in the Park.
The pollen of the male ginkgo is
produced from little sacs on the inner
aspect of small catkins or cone-like
scales and this is similar to the pollen
cones of pines and other conifers
(which are also gymnosperms).
Production is profuse and the pollen
can be very allergenic.
This is unfortunate because, for a long
time, males have been preferentially
planted, especially as street trees. The
pollen is windborne to female trees
and insects are not usually involved.
The still air this year has meant that
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At any rate, ginkgo become steadily
rarer and disappear by around 2.5
million years except in a small area
of China. Now, they are possibly
extinct in the wild. There are no
gingko forests. Humans have taken
over from the dinosaurs in dispersing
the seeds and for well over 1,000
years they have been cultivated in
temple and monastery gardens by
Buddhist monks. In this way they
were introduced into Korea and
Japan in historical times. At first,
their attraction may have been as
food and for the medicinal qualities

of their seeds. The latter may include
improved blood circulation to brain
and heart as well as anti-inflammatory
actions. Orthodox Western medicine
rates these as unproven but they are
still widely used with apparent benefit.
One feature that might have been very
attractive to the temple gardeners, is
their autumn colour (fig.7). Many
specimens become really yellow and
the fallen leaves of the best ones
can look like a cloth of gold on the
ground.
Ginkgos are very long lived, though
claims of 1,000 years should be
accepted with caution. The first one
in Britain has been growing well at
Kew since 1762 and they were soon
being planted on country estates.
They have been resistant to disease
and pollution. There are 6 famous
trees that survived being about 1mile
from the atomic bomb at Hiroshima
(where nothing else survived). The
ginkgo has no surviving closely related
species and is unique amongst living
trees.
Contact batterseaparktreewatchers@
btinternet.com if you would like to
discuss trees or other flora of Battersea
Park with the authors.

Fig 1. Leaves from the same branch,
showing the variable degree of lobe
formation

Fig 2. Leaves arising as clusters on short
shoots or branchlets

Fig 4. Female ovules (“little eggs”) sitting on the tips of stalks
(arrow) waiting for fertilizing pollen to blow onto them. There
are two on each stalk but often only one develops. There are
no flower parts like petals

Fig 3. Male reproductive structures. The
pollen is shed from between the scales of
the cone-like clusters.

Fig 5. Maturing seed with aborted ovule on same stalk. Seeds
do not come much more “naked” than this. The whole of the
large cherry-like globe is a seed, completely exposed on the end
of its stalk. When fully mature the seed is more yellow but, in
the Park, many fall while still green

Photo credits
Fig 3 & 4: Ginkgob, CC BY-SA 3.0,
via Wikimedia Commons
Fig 5: Brian Livingstone
Fig 6: Aomoricuma CC BY-SA 3.0,
via Wikimedia Commons
You love the Park, but
are not yet a member?
With rates from as little as £10
a year you can join online at
friendsofbatterseapark.org or
phone 07495542399 for details

Fig 6. Seeds. Above: The soft seed coat
cut away to expose the hard centre. Top
Right: the hard centre, sectioned. The
green tissue contains an early embryo
surrounded by a food reserve. This seed
was still immature. Right: The hard
centres can be eaten and are sold as food

Fig 7. Young ginkgo in the Park, September 2021,
showing change to bright yellow autumn tint
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Terrapins
Valerie Selby

The Battersea Society Photography Award

Many of you will be familiar with,
and maybe enjoy, the sight of the
terrapins in the lake, often sunbathing
on semi-submerged wood. However,
this invasive non-native species is
increasingly causing us significant
concern. Terrapins were first seen
in the Park in the 1980s, coinciding
with the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles craze. These animals have all
been released illegally by their owners,
presumably when they became too
large as pets or were simply no longer
wanted. Under Schedule 9 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,
it is illegal to release into the wild
certain species of plants and animals
that do not naturally occur in Great
Britain. The list of animals controlled
in this way includes terrapins.
Whatever the intention, people seem
genuinely unaware of the negative
effects of the terrapin on the local
environment and the distressing
circumstances in which the animal will
quickly find itself. Terrapins require
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Enable’s Parks Development & Biodiversity Manager
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specific water temperatures and a
good depth and flow of oxygenated
water in their habitats. The ability to
bask in warm sunshine is key to their
survival, allowing them to raise their
body temperature sufficiently to move
around, and to catch, eat and digest
food. When the temperature drops
below 16-18 degrees Celsius, they will
not forage for food at all, dropping to
the bottom of the lake to hibernate
for extended periods.
Terrapins
are
omnivorous,
primarily eating plants, but also
opportunistically taking invertebrates,
amphibians and young water birds.
Where terrapins are released into
the wild, they can over-consume
vegetation. In the case of the lake in
Battersea Park, this has compromised
our ability to establish oxygenating
aquatic plants and has limited our
success in establishing vegetation
around the lake edges.

breed successfully. Terrapin eggs
need to be incubated at 25 degrees
Celsius for around 60 days in order
to hatch. They excavate lake edges
to make holes to lay their eggs and if
this behaviour increases, these edges
will be undermined and collapse
leading to localised flooding and loss
of habitats.
Terrapins can grow up to 30cm in
length. Due to their habits, it has not
been possible to estimate how many
individuals there are in the lake. As it
is thought that they have not yet bred
successfully in England, any increase
in numbers is likely to be as a result of
people releasing more unwanted pets.

The Battersea Society, in partnership with
the Royal College of Art, launched the
‘My Battersea Photography Award’ this
summer to explore and celebrate what
Battersea means to those who live and
work in the area – its vibrant architecture,
rich heritage, diverse culture, fascinating
people and its wide-open spaces. The
competition was open to the general
public and there were 179 entries – 30
of which were selected for exhibition at
the Dyson Gallery at the Royal College
of Art from 1-3 October. The overall
winner was 11-year old Louis Benne
for his stunning picture of the Thames
foreshore entitled ‘Fire’. His 9-year old
brother, Dylan, won first prize in the
under 10 years old category for his photo
of a post box, entitled ‘The Red One’ –
obviously a talented photographic family.

children.
Barbara was
the winner
of the 18
years and
over section
with a very
different
black and
white
picture
taken in
the Park –
‘Pavarotti’s
Puddle’ –
showing a
large, old bulldog wading through an ‘My Battersea Photography Award’ will
enormous puddle, its owner completely become a successful annual event. I look
oblivious!
forward to seeing even more people’s
visions of this special place, including
My other favourites showed the beauty
of course, the Park.
of Battersea Park in the early morning
light, both golden and foggy. You could NOTE: Judges for the My Battersea
almost feel the warmth of the sun on the Photography Award were Jenny Sheridan,
autumn leaves in two of them, whilst Chair of the Battersea Society; Hermione
the foggy, lamplit one, actually made me Wiltshire, Senior Tutor and Acting
shiver. I also loved ‘Sunset Sanctuary’, Co-Head of Programme in Photography
a stunning, atmospheric picture of the at the Royal College of Art; and Alan Burles,
Peace Pagoda, shot with a lone visitor former Art Director of Saatchi & Saatchi
gazing at one of the gilded Buddhas with and winner of the Leica Street Photography
the golden orb of the setting sun shining International Award 2018.
through the trees.
To see the photographs and to join
The standard of all the photos exhibited the Battersea Society, visit 		
was extremely high and I’m sure the batterseasociety.org.uk

Annabel Osborn and her biodiversity
colleagues are in contact with other
lake managers across London, and
For Friends of Battersea Park, it is not
indeed countrywide, so that we can
surprising that of the photographs in the
be aware of evolving methods to catch
exhibition, 13 were taken in the Park,
and dispose of terrapins. So far, our
encompassing different seasons and
methods have not been successful, but
aspects. The iconic bandstand featured
A lack of vegetation means that the we persevere.
in two of them – the first, captured
lake cannot support as
We participate in a European-wide
in the evening, with the bandstand lit
many invertebrates as we
project to investigate the most
by hundreds of small lights giving it a
would otherwise expect
effective ways to manage shallow
fairytale look and the second, a black
– for example there are
urban lakes, and in future articles
and white picture taken as the snow was
far fewer dragonflies
I will explain how we manage fish
falling, entitled ‘A Magical Moment in
and damselflies. It also
and waterfowl health and population
Lockdown’, by Barbara Callway, showing
means fewer patches
numbers, how we seek to maintain
a number of people sheltering, while
of vegetation suitable
good water quality and how we
others savoured the snowfall with their
for nesting waterfowl.
are constantly working to improve
Crucially, when terrapins
lake vegetation. The orientation of
graze off our submerged
the lake, the natural flow of water
aquatic plants, we are
We provide management for residential blocks of flats in
and the prevailing winds mean that
depleted of one of
Battersea, Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.
rubbish and debris naturally gather
the most important
in the overflow outlet in the south
We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to:
oxygen providers in our
east corner. The water from the outlet
water. Without oxygen,
flows into the main sewer system and
organisms such as algae
•
Listen
joins other outflows (for example
persist and increase.
•
Advise
from rivers or roads). The water level
Terrapins can also carry in the lake only reaches the outlet
•
Take Action
a range of diseases that level after exceptional rainfall. At
•
Report back—to you
can spread to our native normal levels, the water sits just below We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,
management
for residential
blocks&ofKnightsbridge.
flats in Battersea, Belgravia,
Belgravia,
Kensington
wildlife. With climate the outlet. The debris is clearedWe
byprovide
the
You can contact us for more information on
Chelsea, Kensington & Knightsbridge.	
  
change it becomes grounds maintenance contractor, now
We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to:Tel: 020 7622 9259 or Email: post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk
increasingly likely that Continental Landscapes, on aWe
yearly
agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to:
and at 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND
• Listen
they may also begin to basis or more regularly if required.
• Listen
•
•
•

Advise
Take Action
Report back – to you

•
•
•

Advise
Take Action
Report back - to you
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Coffee Houses, Inns, Coffee Shops
& Stations 					 Annabel B Stein

Postcards!

In 1652, the first coffee houses opened
in England. They were sometimes
known as penny universities because
admission cost a penny, which
included a cup of coffee, and men met
there for a gossip and an exchange of
ideas. In the mid-18th century, inns
and public houses evolved. These
catered for and sheltered travellers
of both sexes and their horses, and
also served alcohol. In the latter part
of the 20th century, coffee shops,
a modern take on coffee houses,
arrived. Like mushrooms, they
sprang up everywhere, particularly
in and around stations, providing
light sustenance, rest and comfort
to people going about their business.
On the platform of the newly opened
Battersea Power Station underground
(the first this century, 161 years after
the Baker Street original, and ten years
in the making) there are vacant retail
spaces. No doubt one of these will be
taken by yet another establishment
offering ‘a drink for the devil’ - as
coffee was known in the 16th century
– to support travellers on their way.

Friends may know that we have
run out of the postcards and cards
that we used to sell on our stall at
various events. These were charming
reproductions of watercolours painted
by Terry McKivragan who was an
early Friends’ Committee member.
In addition, stocks of our ‘I love
Battersea Park’ mugs are low. The last
‘My dog loves Battersea Park’ mug
was sold some time ago.

Should you normally leg it across
the Park to catch the tube at Sloane
Square, why not huff and puff your
way south-east instead to the newly
named Nine Elms Ward, where you
will be well rewarded. There you
will find Nostos, a small coffee shop
next to the entrance of Battersea
Park Station; Sendero in Battersea
Exchange, the coffee shop inside
Queenstown Road Station; Chelsea
Bridge Lounge in the courtyard of
Battersea Business Centre; Bridge The
Gap, Kucci Café and Power Station
in Battersea Park Road (these serve
more substantial food); and Tealby’s
café in the forecourt of Battersea Dogs
and Cats Home (named after Mary
Tealby who founded the then Dogs’
Home in 1860). You can also buy a
coffee and a patisserie (coffee shop
staples) from the many restaurants in
Battersea Power Station itself.
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Take Black Sheep Coffee for
instance. Did it open on this site
because it knew its slogan ‘Leave the
Herd Behind’ would become a double
entendre? For when the golfer and I
emerged from the new tube, this is
exactly what we did. In need of an
early lunch, we chose this specialist
coffee chain because we were attracted
to its boast that it is one step ahead of
the game in its unusual range of eats
and drinks. From its mains options:
panini, bagels, toasties and pizza, the
golfer chose a toasted salt beef and
onion bagel stuffed with mustard,
cheese and gherkins. He found it so
delicious he ordered another! I was
about to have a muenster & havarti
melted cheese and ham toastie, but
then swopped to the spicy salami
pizza. This too, was scrummy, the base
light and fluffy, but I refrained from
following suit as I had also chosen a
caramel, runny treacle and chocolate
shortbread from the patisserie and
waffle selection.
For a bevvy, we both chose Americanos,
made with Robusta beans, which are
supposedly superior to those used
(dare I say it) by other chains. Before
leaving our comfortable outside table
for a walk along the river, I wandered
inside to admire the Banksy-style black
spray-can image of Jimmy Hendrix
and outlines of London on the white
walls of the spacious room. Put into a
date perspective, I felt Samuel Pepys
would have been more than happy
sitting there, writing up his diary,
whilst today’s coffee shoppers tapped
away on their laptops.
Black Sheep Coffee, Unit 20 Circus Road
West, Battersea Power Station, SW11 8EZ.
Opening hours: Mon-Tue 6.15am-7.00pm,
Wed-Fri
6.15am-8.00pm
Sat
7.00am-8.00pm, Sun 7.00am-7.30pm.
Mains from approx £4.50; coffee £3.00,
Pastries £3.00. Their own brand of
speciality ground coffee beans cost £8.95
for 227gm pack. Pods are also available.

Until 2008, pubs could be found
on practically every station (who
remembers Sloane Square’s bar on
the city bound platform or the one
in Victoria Station?) and there is
nearly always one close to a church.
So when a friend announced that
she was going to a memorial service
in Chelsea Old Church, I suggested
we met at The Cross Keys for lunch
first. She arrived, having hoofed over
from Battersea Power Station tube,
and in anticipation of canapes later,
plumped for the Bar Snacks menu.
She chose the confit of crispy duck
leg pancakes with hoisin sauce and
for Dutch courage, a large glass of
house white wine. I went a la carte
and selected the seared scallops,
spiced boudin noir, sweet pea puree
and anchovy lemon butter with a
side order of parmesan green beans.
We both succumbed to a pudding;
she, the pineapple tart with coconut
sorbet and me, the rhubarb & ginger
steamed pudding. Coffee followed,
then before she departed we agreed
how much we’d enjoyed our meal,
applauded the provision of white
starched table napkins, and planned
to meet there again under happier
circumstances. The Cross Keys,
which specialises in fresh wholesome
British food, was first opened in 1708,
probably as an inn. The proprietor
reckoned that the private dining
rooms on the first floor (now flats),
could originally have provided
travellers with accommodation. As
I left, I imagined Sir Thomas More
here, walking round his Beaufort
House estate or visiting his chapel
in a previous incarnation of Chelsea
Old Church.
The Cross Keys, 1 Lawrence Street,
Chelsea SW3 5NB. 020 7351 0686.
Opening hours: Tue-Sat noon-10.00 pm
with food service from noon-3.00 pm and
6.00pm–9.00pm. Sun noon-10.00pm
with food service from noon-4.00pm. Bar
Snacks from approx £7, A la Carte from
approx £16, Side Orders £5; Puddings £8.

if some prove
more popular
than others,
we can reprint
them at a faster
rate.

Your
first
opportunity
to buy the new
postcards is at
the Lunchtime
Lecture on 8
What to do?
November.
Karen Horan’s last hurrah as our The cost is £1 Battersea Park
graphic designer is to bequeath us a each or £5 for
fine set of new postcards featuring all six.
some of her best photographs. We
We can post sets of 6 for £6 per set You can also collect cards from 10
hope you approve!
(includes £1 P&P; cheques to be Albert Bridge Road, but please email
If you have other ideas for a good made out to Friends of Battersea Park info@friendsofbatterseapark.org first.
postcard, please let us know. We can and sent to 10 Albert Bridge Road,
add to the six featured below and SW11 4PY)
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