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The Park is having a tough time. Not 
only is it busier than ever as more 
people visit during Covid-19 restric-
tions, but also the weather has been far 
from kind. Temperatures may not have 
descended to Braemar’s –23oC overnight 
on 10 February, but Karen Horan’s cover 
photograph of the fountain in the Old 
English Garden is a record of Battersea’s 
icy conditions. Significantly lower rain-
fall than average in May, and significantly 
higher rainfall in October, December and 
January have also had an impact. Paths 
have been widened and some grass areas 
are more brown than green. The under-
growth everywhere is full of new paths.

If only people would take more care! If 
only they would control their dogs and 
their children in the Winter Garden. 
Mothers sit on the benches chatting or on 
their telephones while their children run 
over the snowdrops and daffodils; even 
those with dogs on leads allow them to 
walk on the garden rather than keeping 

them to the path. The only way to protect 
the Winter Garden is probably to fence 
the borders, which is what Dan Pearson 
and the Friends wanted to avoid.

This said, the Park is a glorious oasis and 
a delight. The word passeggiata has been 
appropriate for afternoon strollers along 
the River Walk. In the recent snow, the 
playing fields have looked like a winter 
landscape by Pieter Bruegel the Elder, 
complete with excited dogs. By the time 
you read this, it will be meteorological 
spring, with astronomical spring a mere 
hop away on 20 March. The evenings 
are already stretching out so that we can 
enjoy the Park in daylight for longer.

Don’t miss Philip Wright’s review of 
an excellent book on the Fun Fair, 70 
years after it opened (page 10) or Fenella 
Barber’s review of Clare Graham’s handy 
booklet of walks published by the 
Battersea Society (page 11). These walks 
are sure to take you to interesting byways 
and there is no need to do a whole walk: 
you can simply dip in for a short section. 
It is also particularly good to have Nina 
Barclay de Tolly’s record of the genesis 
of the Millennium Cross in the Park 
(page 6). Whether you welcomed it or 
had reservations, it is important to have 
on record how it came to be in the Park. 
Thank you to all our contributors!

Please look out for an email to let you 
know whether our Spring Lunchtime 
Lecture on 22 March can go ahead, and 
save the date 8 June for a possible Friends’ 
gathering. Please also respond if you can 
to our email appeal for new Trustees, also 
known as Committee members. The 
Friends need you!
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Parkwatch 

Four new projects  
The Committee has approved a grant of 
£10,000 to support five local primary 
schools in organising educational visits to 
the Park. This grant will be administered 
by the Sir Walter St John’s Educational 
Charity capitalising on their expertise and 
existing links with some of the schools. 
Look out for extra groups of schoolchil-
dren in the Park later in the year.

The Committee has also agreed to fund 
another 10 volunteer gardening days in 
the Winter Garden run by Thrive for 
volunteers from the Friends and Thrive. 
Anyone who visits the Winter Garden 
will see how badly these are needed. Who 
knew that the weed geum urbanum was 
so successful that Thrive’s Helene Guild’s 
first instruction to gardeners last year was 
simply to concentrate on removing this 
plant. The cost is a further £960.

Plans are in hand to work with Enable 
to produce new signs giving information 
about flora and fauna. There are currently 
only five information signs: two in the 
Subtropical Garden, two by the Pagoda 
and one by the Fountains Pool. A sign 
to help identify birds on the lake is a 
prime candidate. 

Wildlife information board in St. 
James’s Park

 

Finally, we would like to update the old 
Tree Trail leaflet and produce a tree app, 
again working with Enable.

Battersea Park Children’s Zoo   
The   Zoo  is again appealing for sup-
port. The Zoo has been generous to the 
Friends, hosting our annual BBQ. If 
you are able to help, please visit: crowd-
funder.co.uk/battersea-park-childrens-
zoo-crowdfunder.

The zoo cares for 50 species of animals 
including the critically endangered cot-
ton-top tamarin, Bali starlings, Scottish 
wildcats and lemur.

On a happier note, two male and two 
female Asian short-clawed otter cubs were 
born in December and have been named; 
Tia, Bubble, Rishi and Witty. This species 
is another potentially vulnerable to 
extinction.   

Drinking water fountains  
No progress with the installation of 
these fountains but Head of Parks, Neil 
Blackley is doing his best to speed things 
up.

Bowling Green  
This looks terrible! Friends have 
reported seeing children digging the 
numerous and deep holes that you now 
see in its surface (even if they may have 
had some help from wildlife). If you see 
anything like this please ring the Parks 
Police on 07500 959442.

The irrigation system is being repaired 
and it is hoped that the green will be 
reseeded or re-turfed in the spring. This 
will be done with suitably robust grass, 
not with specialist bowling green turf.  

The loos  
An array of portaloos signals that once 
again, there are severe problems in the 
functioning of the Fountains, Pier Point 
and Beechmore loos. Blockages, possibly 
due to Covid-related increased use of loo 
paper and other problems, mean that the 
decision was taken to shut all three build-
ings and to replace them with portaloos. 
Refurbishment of the loos seems to be 
on a continuous loop. It is concerning 
that there is as yet no start date, let alone 
a completion date, for this major pro-
gramme of work.  

Grounds maintenance and  
restoration  
A major mulching and top dressing pro-
gramme has been completed as idverde 
needed to clear the yard on West Carriage 
Drive of all stored mulch in prepara-
tion for the transfer of the grounds 
maintenance contract to Continental 

Landscapes Ltd. at the end of February. 

Restoring damaged areas of grass will 
be difficult and is likely to take several 
years. Particularly when social distancing 
is required, it’s undesirable to fence off 
large areas. Essentially, the worst areas all 
over the Park will be monitored and work 
will be carried out as soon as possible. 

Trees and diseases  
KPS, the new tree contractor, is car-
rying out a programme of inspecting 
from above the vast number of London 
plane trees in the Park for potentially 
weakened branches due to the disease 
massaria which causes large lesions on 
the upper surfaces of major branches and 
branch dieback. 

A new disease of beech trees has been 
found in Europe, but not as yet in the 
UK although it could be here but unde-
tected. The fungus petrakia liobae causes 
brown splotches on leaves and could pose 
a risk to young saplings.

Electric scooters  
Signs making it clear that these are 
banned in the Park have now been put 
up. The good news is that the numbers 
of these scooters seems to have decreased

Lighting and lampposts  
The timing controls for lighting in the 
Park have been playing up for some time. 
There has also long been a plan to change 
all the light bulbs so that they are energy 
efficient. The latter was on our original 
list for use of funds arising from Formula 
E but it was agreed at the time that it 
would be achieved through Council 
funding. The lovely old lampposts have 
all been checked and three have been 

Parkwatch 

propped up, pending repair. An invita-
tion to tender for work to reinvigorate 
the whole lighting system in the Park 
has been issued. Work to be completed 
during the summer. It’s things like the 
historic lampposts that give the Park its 
character.

Topiary yews  
Disappointingly, this long running saga 
continues. The chess pieces look pretty 
good, but not so the peacocks.  More 
work is to be done in the spring.  

The Air Ambulance  
The Park has had another visit from the 
air ambulance, but this time it was called 
to an incident outside the Park.

Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee
Garon Watkins  Chairman  
Fenella Barber (Review) 

Russ Coffey (Web)  
Inge Darling (Children)  
Chris Davies (Dogs)  
Claire Elliot (Thrive)  
Adrian Flook (Treasurer)  
Karen Horan (Review Production)  
Peta May Law (BBQ)   
Juliet Lyon Smith (Secretary) 

Michèle Marriott JP (Events)   
Sally Orman (Advertising)  
Frances Radcliffe (Review/ 

Planning)  
Annabel Stein (Membership)

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs)  
The Parks Police have increased police 
patrols, especially at peak times, because 
of Covid-19 rules and say that they have 
been extremely busy. From 23 March 
2020 to January 2021, they have issued 
202 Fixed Penalty Notices in the Park 
mainly for being in enclosed areas (closed 
due to restrictions) and unauthorised 
cycling.

Playground news  
The Council’s consultation on three 
options for improving the younger 
children’s playground near the Sun Gate 
closed on 25 January and the results are 
being considered. Once chosen, the final 
playground design will be submitted as 
a planning application. Every effort will 
be made to complete the work outside 
periods of peak use.

 
STOP PRESS  
Wandsworth Heritage Festival  
This will run from 29 May to 13 June 
with the theme ‘Homes and Housing’. As 
usual, the Friends will organise a guided 
walk on the final Sunday, 13 June. Meet 
at the Albert Gate at 2pm. £5 donation 
appreciated!. 

Photo: Mark Hodgkinson
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The History of the Millennium Cross 
Nina Barclay de Tolly

Changes to the maintenance 
and tree contractors 

Garon Watkins
The inspiration for the Millennium Cross 
came from an article sent by my family 
from The Jersey Evening Post which 
described the gifting of Wayside Crosses 
to each Parish across the Island for the 
Millennium. As far as I could discover, 
there were no monuments to be erected 
in London for the Millennium to cel-
ebrate the 2,000 years since the birth 
of Christ.

Through the Friends’ first History of 
the Park (published in 1993) I knew 
there was a place of historic and spir-
itual interest in the Park. This was the 
site of a manor given by King Caedwalla 
of Wessex in the 7th Century to Saint 
Erkenwald, Bishop of London, for spir-
itual use, probably by his sister, Saint 
Ethelburga, Abbess of Barking. It seemed 
fitting to propose a Wayside Cross here. 
So, my journey began.

Councillor Philip Beddows, a Saxon 
scholar, helped fill in my scant knowledge 
of the period and The Christian Pageant 
Service Book, June 11th 2,000 provided 
the following information:

“Historically, Wayside Crosses were gen-
erally of simple structure raised over a few 
steps called a calvary. They consisted of 
a tall shaft often with moldings to form 
a base. Sometimes there were basin-like 
cavities which may have been to hold 
water and vinegar to disinfect coins paid 

for food in times of plague.

It used to be the custom in Britain to 
erect crosses in various places includ-
ing the wayside. They were not just for 
contemplation, but also functioned as 
road markers for travellers, memorials, 
boundary stones or merely stopping 
points where weary travellers could offer 
a prayer”.

I knew that I would have to present 
a thoroughly researched proposal to 
Wandsworth Council for their consid-
eration. Alas, this project had begun 
too late for Millennium Funding. The 
Council approved the plan and under-
took to maintain the Cross, provided I 
took responsibility for its whole cost.

I began by approaching Roger Francis 
of Francis Buchanan, long established 
stonemasons, with my design. He sug-
gested widening the steps for the pur-
poses of services and wreath laying. 
Portland stone was chosen as a link with 
St Paul’s Cathedral, and thus the Bishop 
of London. Roger also arranged for me 
to visit the Crown Estate Independent 
Quarry on Portland Island where larger 
pieces of the Cross were to be fashioned. 
I had initially wanted a slate plaque, but 
this was changed to more robust granite.

The Jersey Wayside Crosses of granite 
cost only £1,000 each so I was feeling 

optimistic. The total cost of The Battersea 
Cross was £27,750, a seemingly unattain-
able sum! Using a list from the Council, 
I wrote to as many businesses as I could 
asking for a contribution, and to churches 
of all denominations in the Borough, 
requesting a Sunday collection towards 
the Cross. Money began to flow in, from 
a few pence to a staggering £7,500. What 
might have seemed insurmountable came 
to be what the Wayside Cross really did 
stand for—a people’s cross in a people’s 
park. Not just a monument, but a place 
of contemplation and repose and some-
times picnics!

The position of the Cross caused some 
discussion. It was originally to be placed 
in the Herb Garden but at a Council 
meeting it was decided to site it on a 
grassy knoll near West Carriage Drive 
flanked, later, by cedars and a tulip tree.

On 11th June 2000, the Cross was dedi-
cated to the glory of God by the Bishop 
of Kingston at the Christian Pageant 
and service. In June 2002, an interfaith 
service was held for the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee. In May 2019, the Cross became 
a Pilgrim Point for an Orthodox pilgrim-
age to the Saints of Barking and an icon 
of St Ethelburga was placed on the Cross 
and prayers were said.

At a time when so many churches remain 
closed, the Millennium Cross in Battersea 
Park offers a safe place for quiet thought.

City and Suburban).

Friends Groups were initially surprised at 
the speed of these appointments as, unlike 
in the case of the management contract, 
we had not been informed that public 
tenders were taking place. The reason 
for this is that the new contractors were 
already pre-approved and on a frame-
work of contractors used by Richmond 
Council, with whom Wandsworth now 
share services. One could think of this 
framework in sporting terms as a squad 
of players, some of whom are on the field 
and some, match-ready, but on the bench 
to be called up when the coach sees fit. 
Our understanding is that both these 
contractors already work with Richmond 
and the Council teams involved are posi-
tive about their capabilities and pleased 
with the working relationships that have 
been established. 

 

Aware that the contracts were due to 
expire, the Friends Groups in the 
Borough, who collaborate closely and 
meet the Council together regularly, have 
been lobbying for any new contracts to 
be more prescriptive in various areas 
where we believed there to be shortcom-
ings, particularly with regard to agreed 
standards and effective monitoring to 
ensure these standards were met. We had 
offered potential wording and asked to 
review contracts prior to being tendered, 

given the local expertise each group can 
offer specific to their green space. Whilst 
we have been assured that the points we 
made will form part of the service deliv-
ery in the future, no sharing of the con-
tract wording with Friends Groups has 
so far been forthcoming.  

We also understand that the new contract 
for grounds maintenance does not stipu-
late the level of detail enshrined in the 
previous contract, although Continental 
Landscapes has apparently viewed the 
existing terms and is satisfied that it can 
meet them. The Council have explained 
that while they are appreciative of the 
Friends Groups’ input, Covid has meant 
that many, if not all, of the contracts they 
oversee are under review given the chal-
lenging circumstances faced by compa-
nies and organisations providing services. 
In addition, the revenues coming into 
Enable from the Park are severely reduced 
which will also be having an impact on 
contract requirements and budgets, 
although we have not been made aware 
of the details.

In our discussions, we did however draw 
several positives from the new arrange-
ments. The first is that Enable will estab-
lish improved monitoring arrangements 
and key performance indicators for the 
new contractors to ensure more transpar-
ency around their effectiveness; secondly, 
we have heard that new contractors are 
keen to engage with Friends Groups more 
directly and understand their issues; and 
lastly, but importantly for many Friends 
of Battersea Park, we have been told that 
the expectation is that employees of the 
current contractors will be transferred 
to the new contractors under TUPE 
(Transfer of Undertakings (Protection 
of Employment) arrangements.

It goes without saying that, while we will 
always advocate for the very best stand-
ards to be maintained in Battersea Park, 
we remain grateful to all those whose 
efforts contribute to its care and develop-
ment as one of London’s finest.

As we all endure another period of lock-
down and continue to find much needed 
solace in our Park, it won’t have escaped 
Friends’ notice that a huge amount of 
activity is taking place under challeng-
ing circumstances to maintain it for 
the benefit of our community. You will 
know that there is a complex mosaic of 
organisations and companies that work 
together to run the Park and employ the 
many familiar faces that we see working 
there every day.  In February, there were 
material changes to the contractors in 
the Park and in this article I’ll endeavour 
to put these changes into context and 
address some concerns and questions that 
have been raised by Friends Groups and 
Management Advisory Committees for 
Commons (Friends Groups).

While Wandsworth Council ultimately 
has responsibility for the Park, they 
have outsourced the running of all open 
spaces in Wandsworth to a not-for-profit 
mutual company, Enable Leisure and 
Culture. The structure is that Enable 
pay the Council for a concession to run 
the green spaces in the Borough and they 
in turn raise revenues from the various 
activities (filming, British Genius Site, 
sports fields etc.) to maintain and invest 
in these spaces.

In addition to the contract with Enable, 
which was recently renewed for a fur-
ther five years, there are two other key 
contracts that are integral to the run-
ning of Battersea Park: the arboricul-
tural contract for tree services held by 
City and Suburban Tree Services, and 
the grounds maintenance and horticul-
tural contract currently held by idverde. 
These contracts expire in February and 
we understand that new contractors 
have been appointed in both these roles.  
Continental Landscapes Ltd will assume 
responsibility for grounds maintenance 
and horticulture, while the tree contract 
has been awarded to KPS Contractors 
Ltd until March 2023 (except for 
emergency work which will stay with 
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will slow down their metabolism in a 
state known as ‘torpor’. Torpor lasts for 
a shorter time than hibernation and is 
caused by a change in environmental 
temperatures and availability of food, 
whereas hibernation is linked to hormo-
nal changes and day length. If the tem-
perature rises and the sun shines brightly, 
you will see some bees, butterflies and 
flies emerge to top up their energy 
reserves.   

You may well also spot the harlequin 
ladybird which, being an invasive non-
native species, shows a tenacious ability 
to emerge when temperatures are much 
lower. Their tendency to enter diapause 
in clusters and their preference for built 

As a result of the clear advice to “stay 
home” and “exercise local”, I have alas 
only visited Battersea Park twice since 
last March. While pondering what to 
write about, I realised how much my 
daily walks around the neighbourhood 
have helped to keep me sane: the delight 
in spotting a flock of starlings or a rose 
bush that has flowered every single day 
for almost a year. Accordingly, I am going 
to write about what you can look forward 
to seeing in the Park during the coming 
months. Looking out for something 
different each day may, I hope, bring 
renewed focus to your walks and provide 
those small regular positive experiences 
which we all need so much just now. 

Plants: one of the Park’s most precious 
assets is its sheer diversity of plants. 
Native and ornamental species surround 
you wherever you go. Observe the struc-
ture of those trees that have lost their 
leaves for the winter—look up at the 
shape and form of their canopies as they 
grow towards each other but somehow 
know enough to never touch.  
There will be plants that have continued 
to flower throughout the winter, provid-
ing energy-rich nectar for insects emerg-
ing on those frequent mild sunny 
February days. In my own garden, red 
campion, a plant of hedgerows and 
verges, has flowered almost continually 
and is still in flower today as I write in 
the depths of a January storm. You might 
find it in the woodland on the east side 
of the Park. Then there are the plants we 
have chosen specifically for winter inter-
est, be it for flowers or bark colour or 
structure, with many examples in the 
Winter Garden. And a personal joy each 
year is the emergence of the crocus bulbs 
which burst into life, most notably north-
west of the Cricket Pavilion on Maple 
Walk.

Invertebrates: this might strike you as an 
odd one. While most invertebrates don’t 
strictly hibernate, some will go into a 
state of ‘diapause’—halting their develop-
ment and spending the winter as either 
eggs, larvae, pupae or adults, while some 

Look and listen locally 
Valerie Selby

structures means they are easier to find, 
even whilst resting, than ladybirds who 
overwinter individually in cracks and 
fissures. Look under the tops of bollards, 
under the top rail of fencing and in the 
eaves of the wooden shelters and see what 
you can spot.

Birds: because birds frequently feed on 
invertebrates and invertebrates often 
need plants, we can begin to make the 
links between what you will see and 
where. One of the images that always 
makes me smile as winter turns to spring 
is the sight of herons standing like statues 
in the Winter Garden. They are there 
because the generous mulch on these 
borders provides a home for a host of 
invertebrates (and I’ve always wondered 
if frogs might be there too, as it retains 
its dampness) which provide a wonderful 
food source.   

 

You will also see the herons near the lake-
side as they fly to and fro to feed their 
chicks in their nests on the islands. On 
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the lake itself you will see a huge range 
of waterfowl with the winter visitors still 
lingering and those that stay year-round 
scouting out their preferred nesting sites. 
On the expanses of grass, in the absence 
of organised sports and depending how 
much disturbance there is from dogs, you 
will see flocks of starlings, crows, gulls 
and maybe even redwings and fieldfares 
in search of earthworms and beetle larvae. 
Gulls can be particularly amusing as they 
‘tap dance’ on the grass, the vibrations 
mimicking the sound of raindrops to 
bring earthworms to the surface, all the 
easier to eat!

Whatever your interest, set yourself a 
challenge to spot four things each day 
that are natural and interest you: shapes, 
colours, species, whatever it might be. I 
hope you will be pleasantly surprised by 
the diversity on your doorstep.
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Battersea Fun Fair 1951–1974  
By Robert Preedy and Nick Laister  
Joylandbooks £10.99

This book, researched and compiled by 
two self-confessed amusement park fanat-
ics, Robert Preedy and Nick Laister, has 
a delightful cover of a drum majorette 
offering a Guide to the Festival Pleasure 
Gardens and Battersea Fun Fair for 1/6. 
In fact, they have written a glorious 
paperback book, priced at £10.99, which 
is superbly researched and illustrated. It 
brings to life the history of Battersea Park 
Fun Fair, a special place, where millions 
of Londoners would spend their week-
ends and bank holidays on the many 
rides and attractions, including the 
famous Big Dipper roller coaster and 
the Water Chute. The Fun Fair began 
as the Festival Pleasure Gardens, part of 
the 1951 Festival of Britain, and closed 
in the 1970s.

Battersea Pleasure Gardens and the 
Festival of Britain were designed for a 
national celebration of just one season. 
The Fun Fair though, survived and 
thrived for a remarkable two decades. 
The organisers constantly updated the 
mix of rides and always incorporated the 
latest attractions, making it a showcase 
for the whole country. Fair operators were 
chosen by application and then a ballot, 
with the largest space going to the owner 
of the Big Dipper. In the Fun Fair’s initial 
years there was a very attractive ambiance 
created by the artistic and floral displays, 
but this was mostly displaced when new 
owners took a gaudier approach. The 
authors trace the origins, the personali-
ties, the heyday and the eventual decline 
of the capital’s playground. Within two 
years of the 1972 Big Dipper tragedy 
when five people were killed, the Fun Fair 
had closed leaving just fond and vivid 
memories of its once vibrant existence.

Despite the paucity of available archive 
material, the authors have provided in 
their first three chapters a comprehensive 
account of the beginnings and planning 

of Battersea Fun Fair and Festival Pleasure 
Gardens through to their opening in 
1951 “A year of fun, fantasy and colour”. 
A helpful summary of the major players 
involved is given but this is of secondary 
interest to the marvellous description of 
the major rides and attractions that fol-
lows. The favourite ride of teenagers of 
the day was the Rotor described as fol-
lows: “passengers filed into the enormous, 
54 foot high, rubber lined drum, about 
twenty at a time, and stood with their 
backs to the circular inner wall. Slowly 
the drum began to rotate, gently picking 
up speed until it was whirling around 
so fast that centrifugal force stuck eve-
ryone to the side of the drum as if they 
had been glued there, then suddenly the 
floor fell away, descending about six feet, 
leaving the passengers stranded half way 
up the drum like beached whales. It was 
no coincidence that the boys always lined 
up opposite the girls, for when the drum 
began to slow again, every one slid slowly 
down to the floor. Unfortunately for the 
girls, as they slithered down, their skirts 
did not”.

 

Herbert Morrison, Deputy Prime 
Minister’s directive “I want to see the 
people happy” was met with rides and 

attractions, 
including the  
Big Dipper,   
the Rotor, the 
Caterpillar, 
the Skywheels, 
the Far  
Tottering and 
Oyster 
Railway, the Tree Walk and 
the Grotto. Supporting the Fun Fair were 
two theatres and the Dance Pavilion. The 
authors skilfully use the memories of 
visitors like Michael Kemp to describe 
the big impact the Festival Garden had 
on him as a child: 

“It was the first time I consciously 
remember encountering anything that 
was designed purely for pleasure. Most 
things were functional; this was the 
modus operandi of English middle-class 
sensibility in the 1950s”.

As a 10 year-old visitor myself in 1951 
(see photograph of John Bull) I share his 
view. Simply encountering a row of dis-
torting mirrors for the first time caused 
me to fall about laughing.

The next four chapters cover the period 
1952 to 1953 and The Golden Years from 
1954 to 1976. Chapters 6 and 7 describe 
the Big Dipper tragedy and its aftermath. 
The book’s final chapter contains a list 
of films and TV programmes shot at the 
Fun Fair, a bibliography and a gallery 
of excellent photographs, including one 
of Mick Jagger and the Rolling Stones 
performing by the Boating Lake. 

This is a great book for dipping into. 
The Fun Fair was immortalised in Petula 
Clark’s 1954 single ‘Meet Me in Battersea 
Park’*. Just one of the many vignettes 
which make Robert Preedy and Nick 
Laister’s book such an original and vivid 
contribution to the history of Battersea 
Park.   

*For the words of this song and photo-
graphs of the Fun Fair, go to our History 
of Battersea Park, pages 30–41.

Photo: Michael Mac

Where will this booklet take you?
Fenella Barber

Discovering Battersea’s Open  
Spaces, a walking guide   
by Clare Graham  
Published by the  Battersea Society  
£5 each or three copies for £12

I highly recommend that you get your 
hands on this booklet of six walks in 
Battersea. I did, one Friday and tried 
one of the walks the following Sunday. 

The walks take interesting routes, 
winding around and through many of 
Battersea’s open spaces. “Battersea has a 
generous and wonderful variety of green 
and open spaces, but some of them are 
not that easy to find” begins the book-
let. It continues: “none of the walks is 
that long, and each usually passes some 
interesting buildings too, before ending 
somewhere near a refreshment stop. I’ve 
also tried to remain off-road or stick to 
quieter streets wherever possible”. Perfect. 

Each walk covers between 2.2 and 3.2 
miles and there is clear information on 
how to travel to the start and from the 
finish. The booklet is beautifully designed 
and mapped by Review’s very own Karen 
Horan who has made each walk fit clearly 
and neatly on a double page, with a pull-
out back cover showing all six walks.

Which to try first? Deciding was half the 
fun. I love a map, and so exploring the 

booklet, pondering which route or where 
one might end up was thoroughly enjoy-
able. I decided to start with Walk 5 which 
had a good exploratory wiggle through 
the neighbourhood before ending back 
in Battersea Park, our home turf. 

However, all was turned on its head 
by the galumphing, howling, freezing, 
horizontal sleet-filled gale that turned up 
that Sunday. The Beast from the East 
had reappeared for a few days, and hands 
needed to be in mittens and pockets not 
out with a map. 

So we re-routed to Walk 6, the straightest 
of the walks. We began at the Promontory 
Garden, just inside the Park, and because 
it was low tide, we made it a lovely off-
piste circular walk, exploring creeks along 
the way and heading down to the Thames 
by Battersea Bridge, walking under the 
bridge by the river and all along the shin-
gle thanks to the low tide, before coming 
up at St Mary’s, for much needed hot 
drinks at the Feel Good Bakery Coffee 
Cart outside the church, before finally 
resuming the walk on its intended path 

back to the Park. 

Yes we passed and paused at all of the 
key buildings, statues, open spaces, and 
things of note highlighted in the book-
let, just not in the right order! I cannot 
therefore review a completed walk, but 
the booklet tells you what to look out 
for and knowing more about it, greatly 
enriches the experience. In my case, it 
instigated a marvellous and unexpect-
edly wild walk. 

And we did stick to the spirit of it as we 
went off-piste by the river. Clare Graham 
writes “to my mind, it’s the exciting, 
ever-changing contrasts between a hard-
edged built environment and the softer 
forms of both cultivated and wild nature 
which create much of Battersea’s distinc-
tive character and appeal”. We lapped 
up those contrasts, feeling distinctly far 
from inner London. There is much to be 
enjoyed and much to be recommended. 
Where will this booklet take you? 

To buy a booklet, go to batterseasociety.
org.uk/discoveropenspaces.php

An original and vivid contribution 
to the history of Battersea Park 
Philip Wright OBE Discovering

Battersea’s
 Open Spaces

a walking guide

Clare Graham
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An interview with Elizabeth Hood
Michèle Marriott 

Events

Elizabeth Hood opened the 
first Montessori School in 
Battersea in 1960 and was one 
of the longest serving mem-
bers of the Friends of Battersea 
Park Committee when she 
retired in 2019

How long have you lived in Battersea?  
My husband, Keith and I moved into 
Park Mansions in 1954. It was our first 
(and only) marital home and has a splen-
did view of the Park. Our children were 
born in 1957 and 1959 and we used the 
Park as if it were our back garden. As they 
grew up, the Park became an important 
meeting place for local mothers, as well 
as their children. Our favourite place to 
meet up was on the grass slopes beside the 
lake, by the statue of ‘The Three Ladies’.

Yours was the first Montessori School 
in Battersea. How did it come about?  
The idea of starting a Montessori 
class came up during one such meet-
ing of mothers. I was newly qualified 
as a Montessori teacher and said, “If 
you can find me some premises, I will 
start a class”. That was the birth of the 
Battersea Montessori School. The first 
formal class was held in 1960 in the 
Conservative rooms, which were above 
a shop in Battersea Park Road, next to the 

Lighthouse Pub. That row of shops no 
longer exists. The school eventually had 
two locations, one in Bridge Lane, which 
was run by my good friend, Joan Brittain 
and the other one in Christchurch and St 
Stephen’s Church Hall in Battersea Park 
Road, which I ran. The school closed in 
1993, when I retired.

The Park must have changed enor-
mously during the time you have 
lived on Prince of Wales Drive. 
It certainly has. When we first lived here, 
the Fun Fair was still there and was an 
enormous draw; the Children’s Zoo had 

pony rides up and down the terrace gar-
dens; and the Easter parade was a popular 
annual event held on the roads within 
the Park. The parade took place regardless 
of the weather and often left the beauty 
queens shivering on their floats! The 
Winter Garden, which I can see from 
my flat, did not exist. It used to be the 
Heather Garden, but since this had been 
made using silt, dredged from the ponds 
in the Park, the heather never flourished, 
as the soil was too alkaline. Structures 
like the Peace Pagoda and the Millennium 
Arena were not there and there were no 
bright green parakeets to be seen or 
heard.

What about security? Was that 
an issue then and were there any 
Parks Police patrolling the Park?  
There were officers called ‘Park Keepers’ 
and they wore brown tweed uniforms. 
They used to ring a hand bell at dusk, to 
warn people that the Park was about to 
close. They were a comforting presence in 
the Park and definitely maintained order. 

You were a member of the Friends 
of Battersea Park Committee for 18 
years and its Secretary for 16 years.  
How did you first become involved?  
I placed an ad for my Montessori school 
in Review and was contacted by Ruth 

Forrest, one of the founder members of 
the Friends. I initially helped her with 
distribution of Review, stuffing numer-
ous envelopes and hand delivering 
most of them. I gradually became more 
involved in improving the structure of 
the Committee. Meetings became more 
regular and members were allocated spe-
cific jobs.

The Committee have organised 
and been involved in numerous 
events every year since then, 
including the BBQ in the Zoo (an 
annual highlight since 2005, come 

rain or shine with the exception of 
last year and probably this one, 
due to Covid), the Dog Show, the 
Sculpture Award and many more. 
Some of my fondest memories 
from these events are of you and 
Keith—who invariably came along 
to help, even though he wasn’t a 
member of the Committee—always 
being on hand with everything 
that could possibly be needed, 
from drawing pins to gazebos, 
highlighters to trestle tables and 
numerous items in between! Is there 

one memory of your time with the 
Committee that sticks out for you?  
There are so many, but the one that comes 
to mind is of the opening of the Winter 
Garden in 2011. It was a big day for us. 
We had raised £150,000 over five years 
and Dan Pearson had created a wonder-
ful garden. The Mayor of Wandsworth 
arrived in his grand, official car; Boris 
Johnson—who was Mayor of London at 
the time and was officially opening the 
garden—arrived on his bicycle! It really 
made me smile and the picture has stayed 
in my mind ever since.

58 Battersea Bridge Road
SW11 3AG

Tel: 020 7978 5533
www.johnsonpictureframingsw11.co.uk

JOHNSON’S
Picture Framing & Gallery

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in 
Battersea, Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.

We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen

• Advise

• Take Action

• Report back—to you    

You can contact us for more information on 
Tel: 020 7622 9259  or  Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk 
and at 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea,
Belgravia, Kensington & Knightsbridge.
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• Advise
• Take Action
• Report back - to you

You can contact us for more information on
Tel: 020 7622 9259   or   Email:  post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk

and at 
174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND

 
 
 
 
We provide management for residential blocks of flats in Battersea, Belgravia, 
Chelsea, Kensington & Knightsbridge.	  
 
 We agree the level of service with our clients. We are here to: 

• Listen  
• Advise  
• Take Action  
• Report back – to you 

 
 You can contact us for more information on 
 Tel: 020 7622 9259    or   Email: post@slpropertyconsult.co.uk 
 and at  
 174 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4ND 

Monday 22
Doors open and lunch from 12.15, lec-
ture from 1-2pm

 Venue tbc

Th e Friends’ Spring Lunchtime Lecture 
Geoff rey Kibby, author, Research Associate in Mycology at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens and Senior Editor of Field Mycology, 
will talk about Th e Hidden Kingdom on your Doorstep—Fungi of 
Parks and Gardens.
Buy tickets online at friendsofbatterseapark.org/eventshome

Tuesday 8
 Venue tbc

A possible Friends-only event to replace our annual BBQ

Tuesday 6
6.30pm for 7pm All Saints Church
 100 Prince of WalesDrive
 SW11 4BD

Friends’ Annual General Meeting

To be held by Zoom if it is not possible to meet at All Saints 
Church

Monday 8
 

Ethelburga Community Centre
60 Worfi eld Street, SW11 4RA

Th e Friends’ Autumn Lunchtime Lecture 
Charlotte Le Marquand, the Mammal Society’s Data and 
Information Offi  cer, will talk about Th e Mammals of Battersea 
Park and Beyond.
Details will be included with Review 119. 
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Horse Chestnuts in Battersea Park  
Brian Livingstone and Clive Freedman

Horse chestnuts are plentiful in the Park. 
Both white and red flowered species will 
be familiar to visitors and we illustrate 
some of those. The ones that grow here 
are the European horse chestnut with its 
white flower ‘candles’ and some North 
American species, which are mostly 
red flowered but may also be yellow 
and white. You can find some of them 
described in Tom Maxwell’s Tree Guide 
section of the Battersea Park website1. 
The European horse chestnut (white 
flowered) is the westernmost species in 
Eurasia, with others found all the way 
across to Japan. The Indian species (white 
flowered but with rather different shaped 
leaves) is planted in some London parks 
(and in Buckingham Palace gardens) but 
we do not believe there are any here in 
Battersea Park.

The white flowered European species 
is native to the Balkans, where the first 
Englishman to describe it growing there 
was John Hawkins in a book on Greek 
flowers in 1806. By then, the first speci-
mens had already been planted here, in the 
early 17th century, in the parks of coun-
try estates. There are numerous explana-
tions of the English name. ‘Chestnut’ 
obviously refers to its similarity to edible 
chestnuts (from an unrelated species of 
tree) but the ‘horse’ is less obvious. It is 
said to have been used as a medicine for 
treating horses, in the Turkish Empire. 
Also, it is said that the name’s origin is 
from the horseshoe shaped scar left by 
a fallen leaf2. The former sounds more 
convincing. The nuts contain aescin, 
which is a herbal remedy for swollen legs 
and you can buy tablets containing that, 
for humans. But don’t try eating horse 
chestnuts yourself …. they also contain 
the poisonous aesculin. The name must 
date from horse chestnuts’ 17th century 
appearance in cultivation in Central and 
Western Europe, because, already, by the 
mid-18th century, Linnaeus, the great 
biologist and species classifier, was calling 
it Aesculus hippocastanum, the second 
word meaning ‘horse chestnut’3. It is also 
called ‘horse chestnut’ in many European 
languages.

In the USA, the trees are called ‘buck-
eyes’, describing the brown seed peek-
ing through the open capsules. Maxwell 
notes that the first English settlers in 
North America at the beginning of the 
17th century would have seen these red 
flowered trees before the white ones had 
ever been brought to England, so ‘buck-
eye’ pre-dates ‘horse chestnut’. 

Not all the flowers can form seeds because 
while some of the flowers in the candles 
have both male and female components, 
many are male only. This is perhaps just 
as well when you see the huge numbers of 
conkers lying under the trees in autumn. 
A conker is so big because it contains a 
lot of nutrients to help the seedling make 
a good start in the forest where the trees 
grow naturally. Acorns contain similar 
large food reserves but, even with that, 
young oak trees will not survive with-
out plenty of light. If kept moist and 
covered quickly, conkers will germinate 
quite easily but very few horse chestnuts 
become naturalized in this country. In 
parks and streets they will be weeded out 
or mown over. Similarly, in the orna-
mental meadows of country houses they 
will be mown over as they are potentially 
toxic to livestock. 

The major issue with the trees at pre-
sent is the leaf miner infestation. This 
is the caterpillar of a moth that lays its 
eggs on the leaves and, as they grow 
and moult, they burrow into the space 
between the upper and lower leaf sur-
faces. Interestingly, specimens of the 
infestation have been found, unrecog-
nized, in herbarium specimens from the 
19th century but it was only formally 
described, in specimens from North 
Macedonia, in the 1980s. It has since 
spread out through Europe arriving in 
London by the beginning of the present 
century and spreading through England 
since then. The moth has several genera-
tions each year, so you see various phases 
of the infestation at the same time on one 
leaf. They range from early small pale 
patches, through dead brown patches to 
completely dead leaves. One generation 

hibernates through winter to re-infect in 
spring. Although the caterpillars are eaten 
by birds and affected by parasitic wasps, 
their numbers are huge. The European 
species seems to be more susceptible and 
most of those trees in Battersea Park have 
almost totally brown leaves by August. 
While they seem to start off well again, 
in spring, flowering and fruiting the next 
year, they must be somewhat weakened 
after ten or twenty years. 

It may be coincidental, but the trees seem 
also to have become more susceptible 
both to bacterial and fungal infections 
(bleeding canker) which can damage the 
wood enough to bring them down (most 
recently in the subtropical garden) and 
kill them.

Contact  batterseaparktreewatchers@
btinternet.com if you would like to dis-
cuss trees or other flora of Battersea Park 
with the authors
1 batterseapark.org/trees-2 
2 The so-called doctrine of signatures, by 
which herbs show their medicinal func-
tion by means of a sign incorporated in 
their anatomy.
3 Aesculus to the Latin speaking Romans 
was actually the Durmast or Sessile 
Oak…one of the two English native oaks 
… ‘Sessile’ because its acorns sit with the 
base of the cup directly on the twigs, with 
no stalk. Linnaeus was prone to appro-
priate names used by Greek and Roman 
naturalists for quite different species.

Figure 1, opposite European Horse 
Chestnut, Aesculus hippocastanum: 
1a Leaf usually has seven leaflets in 
‘palmate’ shape (but here eight!)  
1b Flower panicle or ‘candle’  
1c Leaf miner damage showing vari-
ous ages of damage from early white 
patches to dead leaf sections. This 
European species is noted for its sticky 
buds. In most American species they 
are much less, if at all, sticky.

Figure 4 Californian Buckeye, 
Aesculus californica 

A  pale flowered American species which can be seen just 
north of the cricket pavilion. It is not common in the UK. 
The leaflets are small and glossy and the flowers, which do 
not appear until May, are fragrant. Do note that the leaf-

lets are on definite stalks (circled); a feature shared with 
the Indian species but not with the others shown here. It is 

unusual for a Buckeye in having sticky buds like 
A. hippocastaneum. 

Figure 2 Red Horse Chestnut, 
Aesculus x carnea: This is the com-
monest pink/red flowered form. It is 
a fertile hybrid of the American Red 
Buckeye (which is a scarce tree in UK) 
and the European Horse Chestnut. 
A number of these trees can be seen 
along the riverside walk.

1a

Photo: Brian Livingstone

1b Photo: Judith Griffin 1c Photo: Wikimedia commons. 
Fritz Geller-Grimm GNU Free 
Documentation License, V.1.2

2a The leaflets are ‘crinkled’ compared 
to Fig 1a and the toothed leaflet edges 
extend around the whole margin. Also, 
there are usually only five leaflets.

2a Photo: Clive Freedman

2b The seed capsules are hardly spiny 
at all compared to A. hippocastanum.

2b Photo: Clive Freedman

3a The flowers are more tubular with 
fused petals compared to 1b.

3a Photo: A. Barra 
Creative Commons 

via Wikimedia Commons

3b The leaflets are long and tapering to 
a point.

3b Photo: Clive Freedman

3c This species does not do very well 
from seed so specimens in the Park are 
grafted onto European White Horse 
Chestnut stocks. Contrast the leaves 
on this lower trunk with 3b.

3c

Figure 3 Yellow Buckeye,  Aesculus flava: This species is originally from Eastern USA. There are number of these trees to 
the east of the pagoda.

Photo: Clive Freedman

Photo: Clive Freedman
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Soil 
Fenella Barber

Pagoda comes home 
Sue Clarke

“It is a magical diverse living smelling 
breathing organic mushroomy spidery 
wormy maggoty thing” said Rosa a 
former resident of Battersea and she is 
spot on. We are talking about soil of 
course. 

During the second lockdown of our 
tumultuous pandemic year, I volunteered 
in the Winter Garden for the Friends. I 
did this for community, mild exercise, 
a peaceful and restorative activity, and 
a tiny sense of purpose as more usefully 
qualified people volunteered at hospitals 
around the country. 

Under the guidance of Julie Jowett and 
Helene Guild from Thrive, handfuls of 
Friends met to help weed and cut back 
the Winter Garden which had been left 
untended for much of the summer. It 
was a joy. And we got to sink our hands 
into soil. 

Another local friend, Rebecca, told me 
“microorganisms and bacteria in the soil 
are really important for our physical and 
mental health. So when you stick your 
hands in it they get covered in good bac-
teria which is great for your skin, and 
by disturbing it some of the microbes 
are thrown into the air and you breathe 
them in and that is why gardening is so 
therapeutic. It makes you happy”.

And it did. Thrive is a wonderful organi-
sation, and this is what it does. Its website 
says “we use gardening to bring about 
positive changes in the lives of people 
living with disabilities or ill health or who 
are isolated, disadvantaged or vulnerable”.

During this pandemic, so many of us 
have felt isolated, disadvantaged or vul-
nerable at different moments and a small 
opportunity to do some volunteer gar-
dening certainly brought positive changes 
to me, to my mental and my physical 
well-being. 

But the thing that transported me was 
unexpected. It was the smell of the soil. 
It transported me in different directions, 
flung me back to my childhood and off 
into lands I had visited. I breathed it in 

I knew Terry McKivragan, artist, since I 
worked with his lovely wife, Tanis, back 
in the 1980s. Terry had been a graphic 
designer and had retired early to concen-
trate on his love of watercolour paint-
ing.  Terry and Tanis had given up their 
home in Surrey for a flat on the much 
revered Prince of Wales Drive.

  The obvious subject of interest was 
Battersea Park and, in particular, the 
river, bridges and, of course, the Peace 
Pagoda. Terry and Tanis soon became 
Friends of Battersea Park and I’m sure 
many of you will remember his paintings 
on the Christmas cards and postcards 
that he produced for the Friends. 

Terry’s work reached considerable acclaim 
and he became a member of the Royal 
Institute of Painters in Watercolours and 

deeply and I loved it. 

At that moment, I did not know there 
was bacterial goodness in that smell, but 
I did remember reading it was good to 
walk barefoot in soil. Who would brave 
that in a public park? I am not sure, 
but having my hands in it would be 
enough for now. I could sneak back in 
the summer to walk barefoot. 

Among the many benefits Thrive lists 
on its website, I found that a study in 
the Netherlands in 2003 showed that 
every 10 per cent increase in exposure 
to green space translated into  a reduc-
tion of  five years  in age in terms of 
expected health problems. Marvellous. 

With every handful of soil, I was con-
necting with other volunteers, my health 
and well-being improving. One need 
never feel alone clutching a handful of 
soil as it contains more microorganisms 
than people on the earth. It is teeming 
with life. Up to 50 billion bacteria of 
one micron or less (no idea, but guess 
that means very, very small) to say hello 
to and as many as 100 million micro-
scopic fungal threadlike cells to ponder. 
Nematodes and arthropods are there to 
be greeted too. 

Charles Darwin once estimated there to 
be up to 53,000 earthworms in an acre 
of arable soil. He was wrong. For rich, 
fertile farmland, more recent research 

exhibited at the Mall Galleries in London 
with the Royal Society of British Artists 
(RBA) and the Royal Society of Marine 
Artists (RSMA).

He later turned to acrylics and much 
bolder work which was accepted for the 
Britain’s Painters Exhibition (winning the 
Best Acrylic award), for the Hunting/
Observer Art Prizes Finalists Exhibition, 
for the Laing Art Competition National 
Exhibition and for the RI (Medal Award 
for the most outstanding work by a non-
member) as well as the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition. Terry’s work is also 
included in Acrylics Masterclass—a book 
published by Harper Collins which dis-
cusses the work and techniques of nine 
artists.

Sadly, Terry died in 2013, aged 84 and I 

by Rothamsted Experimental Station 
suggests it could be up to 1,750,000 
earthworms. We are not alone. It is all 
a matter of perspective. 

Which reminds me, this fragile Earth, 
our glorious home, is in the Milky Way 
through which we are hurtling at great 
speed. We might be in lockdown and 
not seeing as many humans as we would 
like, but we are travelling through the 
universe on this big tourist bus called 
Earth accompanied by all manner of 
life, including what we find if we just 
put our hands in the soil and feel it and 
smell it. Even in lockdown we are all 
still at the dance. In a mild climate, it 
has been estimated that it can take one 
to two hundred years to form half a 
centimetre of soil, so mind you treat all 
inhabitants of the dance well. Professor 
Bridget Emmett of the UK Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology has observed 
that “soil is one of the most underrated 
and little understood wonders on our 
fragile planet”.

As a regular user of the Park, it seemed 
strangely forbidden to be able to help 
with the gardening. It made me feel closer 
to the Park I already love. I encourage all 
to get involved with Thrive. For those 
of us without gardens, to put our hands 
in the earth feels good: to connect to 
the earth and the universe, so we can 
all thrive.

have always regretted not owning one of 
his watercolours. However, my husband 
gave me the most amazing Christmas 
gift of this original watercolour which he 
found in Florida, USA and had shipped 
back to London for me. Lockdown didn’t 
seem so bad!

Coincidentally, we too now live close to 
the Park and visit every day with our 
dog. Terry’s beautiful work of art has trav-
elled back across the Atlantic to hang in 
our hall in Alexandra Avenue, close to 
home—where it belongs!

I would be interested to know if anyone 
owns any of his paintings or still has 
some of the Christmas cards or postcards 
featuring them. You can see more of his 
work online, and especially at  thelit-
tlepicturegallery.co.uk.
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Enterprising entrepreneurs
Annabel B Stein

Battersea. How enterprising is that to 
take the plunge? I’m looking forward to 
eating in, directly restaurants are allowed 
to reopen. However, as things stand 
today, with amazing food, delightful ser-
vice and a ‘5’ Hygiene Rating, in my 
book they certainly deserve their award. 
Congratulations Tony and Tony.

Tonis Amalfi (Italian Restaurant 
& Pizzeria,) 123 Queenstown Road, 
SW8 3RH. 020 3583 4830. Tuesday to 
Friday midday to 3pm and 5 to 11pm, 
Saturday midday to 11pm, Sunday to 
10pm, Closed Mondays. Average prices: 
Antipasti & Pizzas £9; Pasta & Risotti 
£11; Meat & Fish £14, Desserts £4.75.  

Another pair of enterprising foodies are 
the Americans who set up the Honi 
Poke chain of takeaway Hawaiian street 
food kitchens, and who late last year 
added Battersea to their list. With menus 
created by Michelin starred chefs fusing 
Hawaiian with Asian food and a great 
emphasis on fish, I couldn’t resist trying 
one of their ‘Signature’ dishes invitingly 
illustrated outside their stable-type prem-
ises. When it was my turn to be served, 
duly masked and from under my 
umbrella, I ordered the Sriracha Mayo 
Salmon with a sushi rice base (from a 
choice of three) and an ‘extra premium 
topping’ as encouraged by the efficient 
and friendly attendant. I then went home 
to put it in the fridge ready to eat later 
that day. Cometh the hour, I opened a 
bottle of Albarino (as suggested by my 
wine-loving daughter) and tucked into 
the recyclable bowl crammed full of 
colourful foods.   

As I file this article on another wretched 
rainy day, the coronavirus despot is still 
controlling our lives and restaurants are 
once again able to offer only takeaways. 
Pre Covid, this could have been con-
strued as ‘too lazy to cook’ but not now! 
I considered revisiting some favourites 
to compare eating in with eating out. 
Instead, I decided to highlight three 
establishments which had caught my 
attention for other reasons, magically 
transporting me to lands of hot sunny 
skies, warm blue seas, friendly people 
and laughter. 

The first is Tonis Amalfi. I was strolling 
down Queenstown Road when I hap-
pened to see a large certificate in their 
window. Polishing my specs, I learnt that 
Tonis Amalfi had won the 2020 Travellers’ 
Choice award.   

Intrigued, and not being able to recall 
the last time I’d eaten prize-winning fare, 
I photographed the menu in readiness 
for an eventual order. The evening arrived 
and after discussing the menu with 
friendly Tony, I settled on Linguine al 
Frutti di Mare with a rocket salad and 
panna cotta to follow. My linguine with 
mussels, clams, prawns, crayfish and 
other shellfish, happily married together 
in a white wine sauce with the addition 
of cherry tomatoes, was utterly scrump-
tious. The salad complemented this dish 
in both taste and colour, and the chef ’s 
homemade dessert, served with red berry 
coulis, was a naughty indulgence. The 
portions were extremely generous and 
arrived nicely presented within the given 
time. The two Tonys (chef and manager) 
grew up in Amalfi, hot Southern Italy. 
After working for 20 years in a top 
London restaurant they decided to 
branch out and hence opened in 

I considered my choice of raw salmon 
and tuna, spring onions, mango, sea-
weed, sesame seeds, mayo and avocado 
(the topping) was well chosen though a 
tad rich. I did, however, swap the given 
chopsticks for a fork. ‘Honi’ means hello 
but in a rubbing noses or foreheads kind 
of way. ‘Poke’ means ‘chunk’ as in a 
cut-up chunk of fish or meat etc. Then 
imagine a lei around your neck and a 
hula hula skirt and you’re in Hawaii! 
Honi Poke, Hawaiian Poke Bowl 
Restaurant, 279 Battersea Park Road, 
SW11 4NE. Monday to Friday, 11am 
to 10.30pm, Saturday and Sunday, 
11.30am to 10pm or order online from 
honipoke.com. Bowls start from approx 
£8 with Premium Toppings at £1.

I once shared my London mews house 
with friends, and one, who’d just returned 
from working in Rio de Janeiro, was 
utterly miserable. She missed speaking 
Portuguese, she missed the beaches, 
football, carnivals, coffee, and their food. 
Happily though, she loved cooking tra-
ditional Brazilian meals which for us 
was bliss. I particularly remember loving 
her Feojoada (a beef or pork stew with 
black beans which she served with rice 
and slices of oranges) and her Chicken 
Xim-Xim (chicken with peanuts and 
cashews). These memories came flooding 
back when walking past Battersea Park 
Library and seeing a sign fixed to the rail-
ings advertising Bistro Brazil. I thought 
how enterprising of this entrepreneur to 
fill such a culinary gap in Battersea. With 
great excitement I went online hoping to 
order Moqueca Queijo—a type of cheese 
bread, Frango Churrasco—grilled lemon 
and garlic chicken, Feojoada (to com-
pare!) and Coconut Manjar—a creamy 
pudding to finish. You can imagine 
my disappointment then, to learn that 
Bistro Brazil isn’t currently taking orders. 
Directly it does, I shall be first in line 
and invite my flatmate to join me and 
share another trip down memory lane. 
Bistro Brazil, 295 Battersea Park 
Road, SW11 4LX. 07367 899669. 
Prices tbc; Opening hrs tbc.

Luxury retirement village  
apartments and care home
Eden Court is a new exclusive retirement village and care home just a short walk from 
Battersea Park – and we’re opening soon!
The retirement village will provide one and two-bedroom retirement apartments (prices start  
from £400,000*) along with wonderful facilities and services such as restaurant, bar, activities 
studio, fitness studio, concierge services and the reassurance of staff on-site 24 hours a day.  
The retirement village also includes an exceptional care home comprising well-appointed  
en-suite rooms as well as a small selection of larger one-bedroom care suites providing the  
very best nursing, residential and dementia care.

Eden Court, 313 Battersea Park Road, London SW11 4LU
www.cinnamoncc.com/edencourt

Pictures taken before COVID distancing restrictions. 
* Other costs and charges apply. Please talk to our sales advisers for further information.

SHOW APARTMENT NOW OPEN
Please call to arrange a viewing of the fantastic show apartment  
and to discuss the range of facilities at Eden Court. Tel: 020 3411 3550




